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Message From The Dean

s  begin my term as dean it is a pleasure

for me to share with you the impressive

accomplishments, meaningful stories and
inspiring creativity of our faculty, staff, students

and alumni found in this edition of the 2022 Buffalo

Pharmacy Magazine.

The following pages showcase our
leadership and expertise in high-
Impact patient care initiatives,
innovative educational programs
and pioneering research. I

am very proud of all that was
accomplished over the past year
and look forward to our collective
work as we begin 2022.

Warm Regards,

Gary M. Pollack, PhD
Professor and Dean

-
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CELEBRATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

P—

2021 Commencement O’

The University at Buffalo School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical
Sciences held its 2021 Commencement Ceremony on Saturday, May 15.
The outdoor, limited capacity event took place on the North Campus.

Dean Emeritus James M. O’'Donnell, PhD,

was recognized for his almost eight years of

leadership by UB President Satish K. Tripathi.
C.K. “David” Chu, PhD ’75, received a 2021

State University of New York Honorary

Doctorate of Science for his seminal work

in antiviral and anticancer drug discovery

and, with his wife Jane Chu, for his generous

support of pharmacy research and education.

“I couldn’t imagine going
through the past four years
with anyone else. Now it’s time
to tackle life as a pharmacist
and work toward creating a
better world for everyone.”

- Brenna Gelen, President, PharmD Class of 2021

The University at Buffalo also recognized
the Class of 2020 with a belated in-person
Commencement Ceremony on Friday, Oct. 1.
The event was held in conjunction with UB’s
2021 Homecoming Weekend.

Below, Dean Emeritus James O’Donnell, PhD,
welcomes the graduating classes.

L-R: University at Buffalo President Satish K.
Tripathi; C.K. “David” Chu, PhD '75; and Eunice A.
Lewin, SUNY Board of Trustees

BS graduating students

PharmD graduating students

L L T LT L LT

Brenna Gelen, PharmD Class of 2021 president

DEGREES CONFERRED

Doctor of Pharmacy
degrees conferred

Bachelor of Science in
Pharmaceutical Sciences
degrees conferred

Master of Science in
Pharmaceutical Sciences
degrees conferred

Doctor of Philosophy in
Pharmaceutical Sciences
degrees conferred



https://youtu.be/R8wCixL7Xm0
https://ubpharm.smugmug.com/2021-Commencement

2021 Awards Ceremony: .
A Celebration of Excellence ¢ P

BY KARA SWEET ? JULIE KOPFER MEMORIAL STAFF I,'I
Our 2021 Awards Ceremony was a virtual E ME_MBER OF THE YEAR A_WARD !
1 1
opportunity to recognize the hard work and : Jaime Maerten-Rivera '
1 . . .
dedication of many of our alumni, preceptors, 1 Jaime Maerten-Rivera, PhD, director |
1 of assessment and outcomes, received *,
fOCUlTy, staff and students. E extensive praise from SPPS faculty and \\\ ,
! staff for her dedication and hard work: ~ *s R
WILLIS G. GREGORY MEMORIAL AWARD H “Jaime is always pleasant to work with \\\ ,,/'
Gayle Brazeau, PhD ’89 E and brings her best effort to every’rhing sh'e TTemeeT -
1 does, and always follows through, putting in whatever effort
et .- Gayle Brazeau's career has spanned more E is necessary to get the best results for the school.”
e *~. than 35 years in pharmacy education ! “Jaime has been pivotal in key curriculum and assessment areas.”
'," \\ atf the University of New England, , “Where would we be without Jaime?”
/. . University of Houston, the University H
! \ of Florida, the University at Buffalo, i DANIEL H. MURRAY MEMORIAL PROFESSIONAL
'," \‘. and most recently as dean of E DEVELOPMENT AWARD
' : the Morshqll Umver?m{ S.chool of ! Kira voyer' PharmD ’21
! ! Pharmacy in West Virginia. !
\‘ ,” She is the recipient of numerous : PR Kira Voyer was recognized for her academic
5 /" academic and professional e ““~._ ambition, service activities and leadership.
\\\ '/'l awards, including the 2020 American E',” \\\ A 2020 Walmart Scholar recipient,
T .-~ Association of Colleges of Pharmacy’s / ., she completed the Clinical Research
------------- Robert K. Chalmers Distinguished ':' ‘\‘ Program under the mentorship of
Pharmacy Educator Award. ! ' Raymond Cha, PharmD 99, clinical
She has been the editor of the American Journal of ] | associate professor, pharmacy
Pharmaceutical Education since 2014, and serves on the editorial '\‘ ':' practice. “Kira represents one of
boards of Pharmaceutical Development and Technology, '\ /| those rare grads with exceptional
PharmSciTech, American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists . /I professional competencies and a
Journal, National Center for Case Study Teaching in Science, and the R ,-* passion for excellence,” Cha says. "She
Journal of Healthcare Leadership-Honorary Editorial Board. N .»" isaleader by example and an admirable
_______ : \‘\-____——’/ professional with a balance of humility and
ORVILLE C. BAXTER ,/'—‘ \\\ E confidence.”
MEMORIAL PROFESSIONAL !
PRACTICE AWARD K %, 1 John Pieper, PharmD 79, 2020 Willis G. Gregory
Martin Burruano, ! %\ ' Memorial Award recipient; and Andrew DiLuca, BS ‘81
BS ‘86 ! 1 1 2020 Orville C. Baxter Memorial Professional Practice
_ '.‘ '.' ' Award recipient, were also recognized at our 2021
Martin Burruano has been | I ' Virtual Awards Ceremony.
employed at Independent ' FE
Health Association in Buffalo for ‘\\ /’ H
20 years and currently serves \\ /' H 202] PRECEPTOR AWARDS
as vice president of pharmacy \\\ //' i
services. He is a frequent guest BT . E IPPE Outstanding Contribution Award
lecturer for the UB Department of Pharmacy Practice on topics related ! Raymond Cha, BS '97, PharmD '00
to pharmacy management and managed care. He has also been a i Professional Practice Elective Preceptor of the Year
dedicated Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experiences (APPE) preceptor E Frank Pietrantoni, PharmD ‘03
for the school for nearly 20 years. . . i J. Fred Bennes Outpatient Care Preceptor of the Year
Burruano has been honored by the Pharmacists Association of ! Ken Sternfeld
Western New York (PAWNY) with the 2011 Pharmacist of the Year Award |
and the 2015 Service to Pharmacy Award. His professional affiliations | Inpatient Care ?rgcepfor of the Year
include serving on the Board of Directors for PAWNY, the Academy of H Deanna Argentieri
Managed Care Pharmacy and the University at Buffalo Blue and White E Pharmacy Practice Faculty Preceptor of the Year
Club. He is also a longtime member of the UB Alumni Association. ! Ashley Woodruff, PharmD '09
1
L
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tDjHE3O6fCo

CELEBRATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

2021 White Coat Ceremony ° ©r
Thursday, August 26, 2021 | Slee Hall, UB North Campus

Our annual White Coat Ceremony is a symbolic entrance into the profession
of pharmacy;, starting students on the path to providing compassionate patient
care. Our 2021 event, in person after a brief hiatus, welcomed 88 first-year
PharmD students to the UB family.

7

6
[ R e E PP PP PP -0
2021 O ° 'I' 'l'. m “There is no better time to

rientarion be entering the profession of

PharmD Class of 2025 and pharmaceutical sciences BS students also pharmacy, or the sciences
attended a variety of orientation programs to learn about school that compose pharmacy,
policies, spend time with representatives of student organizations, than right now.”
and meet with faculty and staff to help support their journey. - Gary M. Pollack, PhD ‘84, Dean

Pharmaceutical Sciences students’ annual orientation photo

4 BUFFALO PHARMACY MAGAZINE | 2022



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cL085JB-R2s&t=16s
https://ubpharm.smugmug.com/2021-White-Coat-Ceremony
https://ubpharm.smugmug.com/2021-Orientation

- ()

Family and friends of
PharmD students at
the 2021 White Coat
Ceremony

O e o o

PharmD students’
annual orientation photo
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CELEBRATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

James O’'Donnell
A Legacy of Leadership

BY KARA SWEET

In August 2021, James M. O'Donnell, PhD, stepped
down as dean of the School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences, capping eight years of
leadership. His impact and legacy have left a lasting
mark on our school.

Health science deans at Dean O’Donnell’s farewell reception.

6 BUFFALO PHARMACY MAGAZINE | 2022
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During his tenure as dean, he has overseen
many significant initiatives:

Rankings: U.S. News & World Report national ranking increased from
221014, and first-place ranking status in New York State maintained

New Programs:

- Launch of a master’s degree in pharmacometrics and personalized
pharmacotherapy, and a one-of-its-kind master’s degree in clinical and
translational therapeutics

- Creation of numerous micro-credential programs

Endowed Chairs: Establishment of two endowed chairs

Award Winning IPE: Development and support of a nationally
recognized interprofessional education program

Faculty Leadership: Appointment of two SUNY Distinguished
Professors and one UB Distinguished Professor

Partnerships: Collaborations formed with SUNY community colleges
and other universities

Strategic Initiatives: Attracted world-class faculty, with the support
from strategic initiatives such as the SUNY Empire Innovation Program
and UB Disciplinary Excellence initiative

O’Donnell will remain a member of the SPPS family as a faculty
member and professor of pharmaceutical sciences, and pharmacology
and toxicology.
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Annual Pharmacy Summer
Institute draws record number
of students

BY KARA SWEET

More than 600 high school and college students from around the
world had a unique opportunity to explore and better understand
what it means to be a pharmacist. The occasion was the sixth
annual UB Pharmacy Summer Institute for High School and College
Students.

The multiday, virtual program provided
students with a broad scope of learning
experiences, including interactive polls and
patient care scenarios, a career panel, and
lectures by UB pharmacy faculty and Buffalo-
area alumni. Topics ranged from vaccinations
to medical marijuana and covered the many
diverse and dynamic career opportunities a
pharmacy degree can provide.

“We were thrilled to bring so many talented
high school and college students with an
interest in health care to our virtual event
to explore the many exciting opportunities
available to future pharmacists and
pharmaceutical scientists,” says Jennifer
Rosenberg, PhD, associate dean of
admissions and advisement.

=== == e e e e e e e mmmmmmmemmmmmm————— e
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CELEBRATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Welcome Back: 2021 Alumni Reunion £<¥

The classes of 1960, 1970, 1971, 1980, 1981, 1990, 1991,
1995, 2005, 2006 and 2011 were warmly welcomed
back to campus to celebrate their reunion with
highly anticipated in-person events. The weekend
kicked off with guided tours of the Pharmacy
Building and UB’s South Campus, followed by

UB's Homecoming football game. The festivities
concluded with a cocktail reception. Thank you to
all who attended and to our class representatives for

making the weekend a success! CEASS OF 1971

CLASS OF 1981 MEMBERS OF THE CLASSES OF 1990 AND 1991

CLASS OF 1980 CLASS OF 1995

CLASS OF 1970 (NOT PICTURED: DANIEL GOUPIL) MEMBERS OF THE CLASSES OF 2005, 2006 AND 2011

8 BUFFALO PHARMACY MAGAZINE | 2022
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Clinical and
Translational
Sciences

The Discovery Bridge to
Improving Patient Care
Through Leadership,
Scholarship and
Clinical Outcomes

BY DEVON DAMS-O’CONNOR




The journey from
research finding
to real-world use

in health care
settings is a long
one, with many
stops, decisions and
discoveries along
the way.

The University at Buffalo Clinical and Translational Science Institute
(CTSI) serves as a roadmap guiding researchers toward their
destination: to see their work positively affect the lives

of physicians and the patients they treat.

he CTSI moves basic scientific
Tdiscoveries from the laboratory to

clinical trials, and from clinical trials
into general practice. Its vision is not only
for CTSI to improve health care delivery
through advanced treatments and improved
protocols, but to do so in a way that reduces
health disparities in the community. UB’s
CTSI provides comprehensive resources
and support for research projects that
make medical progress possible, including
informatics, imaging, laboratory facilities,
BERD (Biostatistics, Epidemiology and
Research Design), community engagement
and drug development.

Pharmacy Leadership

This is where the UB School of Pharmacy
and Pharmaceutical Sciences (SPPS) comes
in. The Drug Development Core at the
CTSI provides a centralized resource for
preclinical pharmacology, pharmacokinetic-
pharmacodynamics and early phase clinical
trial design, conduct and management.
“The fields of pharmacy and the
pharmaceutical sciences are by their very
nature some of the most interdisciplinary
fields in the life sciences,” says Gary Pollack,
PhD '84, dean of the pharmacy school.
“This impact is continually evidenced
by the UB School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences faculty who
contribute to the significant research and
clinical accomplishments of the CTSI through

10 BUFFALO PHARMACY MAGAZINE | 2022
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a wide array of partnerships, oversight and
engagement.”

CTSI's Drug Development Core is led by
Gene D. Morse, PharmD, FCCP, BCPS, SUNY
Distinguished Professor. Morse also serves
on the CTSI Steering Committee, where his
responsibilities include reviewing progress
of cores toward short-term and long-term
goals, improving collaboration among cores,
reviewing and responding to Evaluation Team
reports, and advising CTSI leadership on the
needs of Buffalo Translational Consortium
investigators.

Morse and his colleagues bring together
the expertise of the University at Buffalo and
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center
to provide resources, including training, in
preclinical and early clinical development
for novel compounds for investigators. These
resources help develop discoveries—in
molecules, tissues and cells—into vaccines,
drugs and devices that can be studied
first in clinical trial delivery, and then be
disseminated more widely in population
studies.

Scholarship Supporting
Clinical Outcomes

A major component of CTSl is to provide
funding for a variety of research projects.
These dollars allow investigators to pursue
focused courses of study within CTSI’s support
network. Since 2010, SPPS faculty have

been awarded 12 CTSI Translational Pilot

T T L L T T D LT

Study awards. Along with support from the
National Institutes of Health, the university
and the health sciences schools, these
awards provide seed money to advance
new fechnologies and therapeutics from
conceptual stage to clinical trials. Joseph
Balthasar, PhD, professor of pharmaceutical
sciences and executive director of University
Research Initiatives, is a member of the CTSI
Translational Pilot Studies Team, which helps
foster cross-disciplinary collaborations and
mentoring relationships among pilot study
award recipients.

Recent CTSI Translational Pilot Study
projects include looking at repurposing
tamoxifen for triple negative breast cancer
(a collaboration between SPPS and Roswell
Park Comprehensive Cancer Center
researchers), and a study examining the
feasibility of @ community health worker
program embedded in Western New York
community pharmacies to address social
determinants of health (a collaboration
between SPPS and the UB School of Public
Health and Health Professions).

UB Pharmacy K Scholars

A second series of career development
awards—the CTSI K Scholar Program—
provides research mentoring, funding, and
career and professional development to
outstanding junior faculty and senior fellows
who are fransitioning to independent faculty
positions. Scholars’ research centers on
new treatments for diseases and innovative
methods to mitigate and eliminate health
disparities.

Jason Sprowl, PhD, assistant professor,
Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, is a
2020 K Scholar. His work involves studying the



role of transporter proteins in regulating drug
or nutrient uptake and accumulation in cancer
treatment, making sure drugs attack cancer
cells without causing long-term toxicity and
damaging other healthy tissues. Sprowl’s
interest in this fopic was sparked by his time
as a postdoc at St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, where he saw firsthand how cancer
drugs could cause hearing loss in his finiest
patients.

“What we're doing with these transporters

“With cancer survivor rates
going up, I'd like to participate
in improving the long-term
quality of life for patients.”

- Jason Sprowl, PhD

is looking for ones that are expressed in the
tissues being affected; in this case, cochlear
tissue,” Sprowl explains. “We're determining
what their roles are in moving the drug info
cochlear cells with the goal of blocking uptake
to prevent hearing loss, while preserving
uptake into cancer cells to maintain efficacy.
With cancer survivor rates going up, I'd like to
participate in improving the long-term quality
of life for patients.”

While Sprowl’s current area of focus
is reducing lasting side effects from
chemotherapy drugs, the findings from this
research program have the potential to be
applied more widely to reduce similar tissue
damage from other drugs, like antibiofics,
in the future. So far, Sprowl’s current study
is showing promise, which will allow him to
generate high-impact data to qualify his

I L L LT L L LT L L L T T L L L T T T T |

team for future funding.

David Jacobs, PharmD, PhD, assistant
professor, Department of Pharmacy Practice,
was a 2018 K Scholar whose work under that
program established the groundwork for
future research and funding.

In 2021, Jacobs received a $962,000 award
from the NIH’s National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Institute (NHLBI) to develop a real-
time, readmission risk-prediction algorithm to
lower hospital readmission rates for patients

with chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease
(COPD). The five-year
NHLBI Mentored Patient-
Oriented Research Career
Development Award will
contribute to Jacobs’ efforts
toward helping clinicians
provide individualized
treatment for COPD patients
during the transition from
hospital fo home.

“In the K Scholar program,
| was able to work with
strong collaborators in :
Jacobs School of Medicine
and Biomedical Sciences

and the School of Public Health and Health
Professions,” Jacobs says. “But it’s not just
the research that put me in a strong position
to obtain additional funding, but it was also
the mentorship, guidance,

support and the fime to

do this work. That’s what’s

pivotal.”

In his new study, Jacobs
will build upon his K Scholar
work and will lean on skills he
honed within the CTSI. He'll
start by conducting interviews
to learn more about COPD
patients’ everyday lives
to help his team build a
risk-prediction model. The
interviews will assess issues
such as the availability of
transportation to get to
a pharmacy or primary care physician’s
office, along with other economic and social
priorities such as food access and caregiver
roles that might be downgrading health
care to a secondary or tertiary concern for
patients. Medical variables will come in the
form of data from larger medical institutions
in the area, which Jacobs will integrate with

I L L LT L L LT L L L T T L L L T T T T |

social findings to formulate a comprehensive
predictive model.

“We'll take that information and develop
a pilot study to target patients at high risk of
hospital readmission and change aspects of
their care to prevent it,” he says.

“...it's not just the research that
puf me in a strong position fo
obtain additional funding, but
it was also the mentorship,
guidance, support and the
time to do this work. That's
what'’s pivotal.”

- David Jacobs, PharmD, PhD

While this study focuses on COPD, a chronic
condition that requires multiple medications
and specialists to treat it, Jacob’s hope is
to ultimately expand the risk-prediction
algorithm and intervention to help patients
with other complex medical needs prevent
repeat visits to the hospital.

“Our goal of research is to improve
patient care and reduce costs,” says Jacobs.
“In the implementation science part of my
work, we look at how a solution translates
between practitioners and between facilities.

This predictive modeling helps streamline
variables so health services interventions can
target the patients with higher risk. We're
looking at what a pharmacist can do within
the processes involved, and then integrating
that big data arm as well.”

BUFFALO PHARMACY MAGAZINE | 2022 1



COVER STORY

TO A NEW DEAN

Gary Pollack, PhD ‘84, returns to lead his alma mater

BY DEVON DAMS O'CONNOR

In August, the UB School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences
welcomed Gary Pollack, PhD '84, to his appointment as the 12th dean.
Humble, personable and collaborative, Pollack brings the familiarity
of an alumnus and the acumen of a proven leader to help advance the
school’s academic mission and national standing.

ollack holds a PhD in pharmaceutics
P from the University at Buffalo and
abachelor’s degree in chemistry/
psychology from Knox College. He returns to
UB from the University of Toledo, where he
served as dean and professor in the College
of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences.
Before that, he served as dean of the College
of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences at
Washington State University (WSU) for nearly

12 BUFFALO PHARMACY MAGAZINE | 2022
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adecade. Prior to WSU, Pollack was executive
associate dean of the School of Pharmacy and
chair and professor in the pharmaceutical
sciences division at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

A fellow of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science and the
American Association of Pharmaceutical
Scientists, Pollack has focused his research
on how drugs and toxicants affect the central

b === m e e e

nervous system. He also has made significant
contributions to the understanding of opioid
tolerance. A prolific author, he has published
more than 150 refereed journal articles.
Pollack serves on the Editorial Advisory
Board of the Journal of Experimental
Pharmacology and was formerly associate
editor of the Journal of Pharmaceutical
Sciences.

The quest for anew dean was a
collaborative one from the start, with a
specially assembled search committee seeking
input from faculty, alumni and partners to
outline the desired qualities sought in the
person taking this leadership position. The
resulting list of requirements outlined what
key constituents felt were the necessary



T
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Pollack as
a PhD student

“The leadership positions I've been fortunate to
hold are really service positions. We serve so many

qualifications to head the school.
“One thing that rose to the top
was his understanding of education,
research and pharmacy practice,”
says William Prescott, Jr., chair
and clinical professor, pharmacy
practice, and a member of the search
committee. “It has been some time since we have had a dean
enter with this level of experience in pharmacy academia
and understanding of the profession. Another thing that
stood out was his strong leaderships skills. It’s one thing to
be a strong researcher, clinician or teacher, and it’s another
thing to be able to lead people. In conversations with his
references, he was described as a futurist—someone who
recognizes challenges, opportunities, goals and how to get
there; he’s not afraid to mix things up to better the school.
He trusts and provides autonomy to school leadership and
believes in the value of team.”

Setting His Sights on a Top 10 Spot

Pollack sees two big opportunities for his team to begin

working on immediately—one that involves the institution

itself, and the other, the professionals it produces. The

first, near-term goal is to reengage the national academic

pharmacy community in the concept that UB is not only

a great school of pharmacy, but one of a few of truly
historical importance. Over the past 100 years,

"""" =~ UB has had a profound influence at the

Ss .~ interface of the pharmaceutical
S, sciences and pharmacy practice,
i X optimizing clinical patient
%, carethroughinnovative drug
‘\ development and evaluation.
“The other challenge is
continuing to modernize the
approach we take to educating
health care practitioners,”
pi says Pollack “There’s room
/I' for our schools to stake out
,/  leadership in how we engage

4
. e students in the classroom and

1
1
1
1
I
1
1
1

-

e laboratories, how we evaluate how

-

they’re doing, and how we prepare a health
care workforce to tackle the disparity in access and
outcomes of the care that’s provided.”

Longer term, he'’s aiming to elevate the school’s national
standings. Currently, UB’s School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences is ranked 14th in the country,
which Pollack feels undervalues the true significance of the
school. He has his sights set on a top 10 spot—and preferably
top five—within the next decade.

= = = = = e e e e e e e o]

different communities—students, staff, faculty,
the university, external partners, alumni, the
surrounding community. I believe it’s important
for deans to remember that service part.”

All these goals are achievable under Pollack’s leadership,
says Marilyn Morris, PhD, SUNY Distinguished Professor
and chair, pharmaceutical sciences. She was a member
of the search committee and is also Pollack’s former
classmate.

“He understands the culture in the school, what we're
looking for as a research-intensive school and is someone
who will support those activities,” says Morris. “He also
understands where pharmacy is at this time, and the need
to enhance enrollment, increase interactions with alumni,
and really foster a diverse and inclusive community within
the school.”

While Pollack’s goals are bold and proudly stated,
his approach is humble. It’s centered on the notion that
leadership can only be effective if it keeps the best interests
of the community at heart and holds steadfast to a shared
belief in the mission everyone is trying to accomplish
together.

“The leadership positions I've been fortunate to hold are
really service positions,” explains Pollack. “We serve so
many different communities—students, staff, faculty, the
university, external partners, alumni, the surrounding
community. I believe it’s important for deans to remember
that service part.”

Pollack’s appointment is a homecoming. As a UB
alumnus and the husband of a Western New York native,
areturn to Buffalo was both a professional and a personal
goal.

“Ever since I left here when I finished my graduate
degree, I've had in the back of my mind that I'd like to circle
back,” Pollack says. “As I advanced though my career, the
sense that coming back here would be the good and right
thing to do got increasingly strong. When this position
came open, I felt like [ was at an ideal time to come back.”

Pollack’s return to lead the school where his notable
career began isn’t just a personal benefit; his perspective
will be aboon to beckon new talent to Buffalo, too.

“When you have someone in a leadership role who is
invested in the community and the university and really
loves the area, it creates a different level of commitment,”
says Prescott. “It will really help us when it comes to
promoting the area and the university to the new leaders
and faculty we're trying to recruit.”
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Improving Pediatric

Drug Dosing

Open-source mathematical equation simulates
dosing impact by age, weight, gender

BY MARCENE ROBINSON

when prescribing medicine fo children,
doctors often rely on guidelines that simply
scale down the dosage that adults receive.
This imprecise and common practice fails
to capture the nuances of childhood, which
include rapid growth spurts.

To improve upon this method, researchers
from the School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences (SPPS) developed,
a single, open-source mathematical equation
that compares the physiological relationships
between age with organ weight and organ
blood flow rate, both critical factors for drug
absorption and clearance that change as
organs quickly mature during childhood. The
equation, recently published in the Journal of
the American Association of Pharmaceutical
Scientists, will allow researchers and clinicians
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to better simulate the impact of drug dosage
on children by age, weight and sex, as well as
develop updated pediatric pharmacokinetic
models.

“Children are not little adults. This widely

used statement captures the complexity

of changes in human physiology during
development, which needs to be accounted
for while determining drug doses for pediatric
patients,” says lead investigator Dhaval Shah,
PhD, associate professor of pharmaceutical
sciences.

“Adult-to-pediatric dose scaling through
body weight, surface area or size is popular;
however, all these scaling strategies often fail
to achieve optimal concentrations of drugs
across the entire pediatric age range,” he
says. “Also, the safety and effectiveness of
many drugs on the market are understudied

== e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e mm -

in children due fo restrictions on their inclusion
in clinical trials. Consequently, off-label drug
usage is the unfortunate norm in pediatrics.”

Additional SPPS investigators include Hsuan
Ping Chang, first author and doctoral
candidate; Se Jin Kim, doctoral candidate;
and Di Wu, PhD, research fellow, along

with Kushal Shah, PhD, scientist at Vertex
Pharmaceuticals.

“Adult-to-pediatric
dose scaling...
often fail[s] to
achieve optimal
concentrations of
drugs across the
entire pediatric
age range.”

Attempts to develop pediatric
pharmacokinetic models have been made

in the past, but the models either reference
outdated information; are not freely available
to the public; or require the use of a different
equation for each variable, making its
application cumbersome, according to Shah.

The researchers examined the most recent
data available from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, World Health
Organization and more than 50 research
studies that measured organ weight and
organ blood flow rate throughout childhood.

Using the data, they developed a single
equation that could be modified to calculate
the relationship between organ weight and
age for male or female infants from birth

to 2 years old, and male or female youths
between 2-20 years old. The equation could
also be adjusted to estimate the relationship
between organ blood flow rate and age

for male or female children from birth to 20
years old.

Children younger than 2 years old were
separated in the equation due to the first
two years of life being a period of rapid
development, where body fat and brain size
increase quickly, and kidney weight falls by
25%. The formula was also divided by sex to
account for higher organ weights in males
and higher body fat in females. The analysis
found that organ blood flow rates did not
change rapidly during childhood.



UB Launches MS in Clinical

and Translational Therapeutics
First pharmacy school-based program of

its kind in U.S.

BY KARA SWEET

he only pharmacy school-based program of its kind in the country, the MS

in Clinical and Translational Therapeutics offers PharmD, undergraduate

and health care professional students a unique opportunity to be involved
in research and training to combat disease.

The study of clinical and translational therapeutics
bridges scientific discoveries with the treatment of
disease. It is a field of research in which the National
Institutes of Health has noted a recent critical decline
of adequately trained scientists.

The new MS in Clinical and Translational
Therapeutics degree program aims to develop a
pipeline of health care research leaders highly
trained in therapeutic individualization and patient
care optimization.

The completion of this MS, combined with the
PharmD or other health professional degree, will
give graduates a remarkable advantage when
applying for residencies, fellowships or employment
in clinical pharmacy or industry.

The program offers five therapeutic areas of
concentration for students to choose from:

e clinical trials,

e pharmacotherapy,

e translational pharmacology,

e experimental therapeutics and

e pharmaceutical outcomes.

These tracks combine rotations with a pragmatic
focus on research to create a highly individualized
experience.

“UB has world-leading graduate training
programs in pharmacokinetics and
pharmacodynamics in the pharmaceutical sciences,
and an extremely innovative PharmD curriculum,”
Tsuji says. “Our MS in Clinical and Translational
Therapeutics truly stands on the shoulders of
giants.”

o

“There are currently no pharmacy
school-based programs in the U.S.
in the clinical and translational
sciences that are specifically
focused on treatment,” says Brian
Tsuji, PharmD program director
and associate dean for clinical and
translational sciences. “This makes
our program highly innovative

in its blending of the clinical
sciences with research rigor and
therapeutic application.”
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STUDENT LIFE

A Journey to Discovering Pharmacy:
Beauty Kolade, PharmbD Class of 2024

Her roots in Nigeria branch off to U.S. and Buffalo .-~

. .
BY REBECCA BRIERLEY ,," \\\

II \\
In her homeland of Nigeria, Beauty Kolade, PharmD 24, and ," “\
her family experienced firsthand the impact of limited access to :' ‘:
health care and pharmacy services. “My siblings and | experienced '\ ’.'
childhood diseases that in the United States are no longer a threat,” Y N
Kolade recalls. kY ,"
“My grandmother became ill and was scholarship. Her Lehman internships included: \\\ /'l
misdiagnosed which resulted in her receiving University of Texas Health Science Center \\\\~ //,’

inappropriate medications. She later passed
away due to this misdiagnosis. | saw firsthand
how lack of access to appropriate health care
and medication therapy impacts you and
those you care about.” These tragic events
set Kolade on her path to pharmacy to better
understand how drugs really worked in the
body.

In 2017, due to heightened military
upheaval, Kolade and her family fled
Nigeria for the United States, giving Kolade
the opportunity to safely and securely
continue her educational journey at the
University at Buffalo School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences.

at San Antonio: Assisted with identifying
molecularly targeted therapies for triple-
negative breast cancer.

Los Alamos, New Mexico: Improved
methodologies to identify biological
compounds that can be used as biological
threat agents.

Lehman College: Performed computational
studies fo identify cost-efficient alloys for use
as fuel cell catalysts.

S mm—-—

keep focusing on her research interest in
computational modeling, and its impact

on drug development and new therapeutic
approaches. “This year, | hope to establish
more professional relationships with
professors, and | am happy to finally be at the
UB School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical
Sciences in person, taking classes and being
with my classmates.”

UB Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences

In August 2020, Kolade began her last year
as a Lehman College student and her first
year as UB PharmD student in an almost
fully remote environment. Completing her
BS degree and beginning pharmacy school
remotely was not quite what she expected,
but Kolade took it all in stride. “The most

“My grandmother became

il and was misdiagnosed
which resulted in her receiving
inappropriate medications.
She later passed away due

to this misdiagnosis. | saw
firsthand how lack of access to
appropriate health care and
medication therapy impacts
you and those you care about.”

Lehman College 3+4

Her U.S. studies began at CUNY Lehman
College in the Bronx shortly after her arrival.
Lehman College has a unique 3+4 transfer
affiliation agreement with the UB School
of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Science
that allows students to complete three
years of undergraduate study at another
institution, then transfer to the UB PharmD
program. Kolade knew of UB’s international
reputation and signed up for the 3+4 program
immediately. “I liked the dual degree options
that UB Pharmacy offered, plus UB has one
of the best pharmacy programs in New York
State.”

As a freshman at Lehman, she enrolled
in chemistry, which provided her with the
foundational knowledge to pursue her long-
standing interest in biochemistry and how
drugs work inside the body. Kolade also
discovered a robust internship program in
which her she began to apply her intellectual
curiosity to real world research and

challenging part about completing college
was accepting that my Lehman graduation,
and then my first year of pharmacy school,
would be conducted online,” she says. “My
parents and | were really hoping to have
the white coat ceremony (an important

life milestone) in person, but unfortunately,
that was also a remote event. It was tough
ending Lehman and beginning UB in this
environment, but these experiences taught
me a lot about resiliency, self-discipline and
how to succeed—all important qualities to use
in my future pharmacy career.”

Now that classes are once again in
person for the 2021-22 academic year,
Kolade is glad to finally be on campus and
have the opportunity to meet her fellow
students and professors. Her goal this year
is to join a few student organizations and

[ T LT L LT L LT T T T LT TP T |
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PharmD Students Impact
Policy and the Profession

BY KARA SWEET

Two students from the University at Buffalo School
of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences were
elected as 202122 regional officers for the American
Pharmacists Association Academy of Student
Pharmacists (APhA-ASP) Region 1, representing
seven northeastern states from Maine to New York.

Caroline Irwin, PharmD ’23, currently
serves as APhA-ASP regional delegate for Region
1, where she promotes policy and advocacy, and
represents student pharmacists in the APhA
House of Delegates.

“I hope to empower student

pharmacists to make
meaningful changes to the field of pharmacy
and aid in the progression of the profession
into the future,” Irwin says.

Victoria Lyle, PharmD 24, is APhA-ASP
regional member-at-large. Her duties include
increasing student involvement on a regional and
national level, and maintaining communication
between chapters for membership, patient care
and APhA-ASP/International Pharmaceutical
Students Federation activities. She has also
facilitated several virtual networking sessions
at the Summer Leadership Institute and Annual
Meeting.

“Being a member of APhA-ASP has allowed
me to connect and make friends with student
pharmacists across the country,”’ Lyle says.

“I look forward to the opportunities that
lie ahead.”

TO
Pharmacy Pets

Alook at the
furry family
members of our
faculty, staff
and students.

. Dog

. Cat

. Fish

. Rodent
. Reptile
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STUDENT LIFE

WIS H Immunization

BY KARA SWEET

Operation Immunization was created in 1997 as a nationwide
collaboration between the American Pharmacists Association
Academy of Student Pharmacists (APhA-ASP) and the Student
National Pharmaceutical Association (SNPhA).

Its objective was to increase the public’'s knowledge of
immunizations, while increasing the number of adults receiving
immunizations. Since its launch, nearly 1.5 million adults across the
country have received an immunization because of the initiative, and
the University at Buffalo School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical
Sciences has played a key role.

Vaccinating the UB
Community and Beyond

In late 2018, New York State authorized
pharmacy interns to administer
immunizations. Shortly thereafter, the UB
chapter of APhA-ASP, along with support
from SNPhA and Lambda Kappa Sigma,
began setting up influenza vaccination clinics

COVID-19 VACCINATION in the community. They also partnered with
CLINICS COMPLETED UB Student Health Services to conduct flu shot

clinics on all three of UB’s campuses.

The students work under the supervision of
community pharmacists and UB pharmacy
school faculty, gaining valuable clinical expe-
rience. In addition fo administering vaccines,
students assist with patient registration,
education and counseling, and clinic coordi-
nation, all skills necessary for compassionate
and comprehensive patient care.

May Thandar, PharmD 23, prepares COVID-19
vaccines at the Kenmore Community Center in
March 2021. (Photo Credit: Don Daly, BS '79)

COVID-19 VACCINES

ADMINISTERED BY
UB SPPS STUDENTS A New Challenge

Getting COVID-19 vaccines into the arms

of Western New Yorkers presented UB
pharmacy students and faculty with a whole
new set of challenges.

“COVID-19 vaccination clinics were unique
in their urgency and their scope,” says
Christopher Daly, PharmD/MBA "12, clinical
assistant professor. “Our past flu vaccine
clinics had, on average, 30 or 40 patients
each. Our spring 2021 COVID-19 vaccine
clinics saw hundreds of patients.”

May Thandar is a third-year PharmD/
MPH student and co-chair of Operation
Immunization at SPPS. She worked closely
with Daly fo recruit student, faculty and
alumni volunteers fo set up community clinics.
Her efforts resulted in UB student pharmacists
administering nearly 4,000 COVID-19

vaccines at senior and community centers,
local pharmacies and across UB'’s three
campuses.

Thandar finds the hands-on work to be
vital to her training as a pharmacist and in
supporting the school’s mission of improving
global health.

“The clinics are great opportunities to gain
professional experience and demonstrate
our efforts fighting the COVID-19 pandemic.
As future health care professionals, it is
important we play an active role in helping
our community,” she says.

With more than 100 COVID-19 vaccination
clinics completed, UB student pharmacists
are just getting started. “Our mission is to
assist in ending the pandemic,” Thandar
says. “Participation in and coordination
of these clinics will ensure this mission is
accomplished.”
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“As future health care
professionols, it is important PharmD students and faculty providing COVID-19
we ple an OCﬂVQ rOle iﬂ vaccines at community clinics across Western New York.

helping our community.”



ACCOLADES

Pharmacy and Public Health:
Working Together to Optimize Patient Care

BY KARA SWEET

Health equity and social determinants
play critical roles in individual well-being.

ssistant Professor of Pharmacy
APractice David Jacobs, PharmD

’11, PhD 18, is leading the school’s
public health efforts to optimize patient care
in collaboration with PharmD and MPH
students, faculty, community pharmacies, and
local and national organizations. Their aim
is to develop innovative care delivery models
that address a patient’s underlying social
needs and improve whole person care. It’s a
unique combination of pharmacy practice and
public health.

“We're integrating pharmacy practice
research with many of the major public
health challenges that we face today,” Jacobs
says. “It’s a focus on practice transformation,
collaborative research and engaging key
stakeholders from the community to work on
significant public health problems.”

Jacobs is working closely with Christopher
Daly, PharmD/MBA ’12, clinical assistant
professor, pharmacy practice, to explore
screening and referral programs within
community pharmacies, and with particular
regard to complex patients who have multiple
health and behavioral conditions. “These
pharmacies are ideally placed to address
social determinants of health, given their
strong relationships with their patients and
the communities they serve,” Jacobs says.

¢

¢
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Pharmacists as
Patient Advocates

Unnecessary hospital readmissions are a
major problem, accounting for more than
425,000 readmissions and over $6 billion in
hospital costs per year in the U.S. Jacobs, in
collaboration with a local medical group and
Erin Slazak, PharmD '04, clinical assistant
professor, pharmacy practice, recently
completed a clinical trial within primary care
practices aimed at reducing hospitalizations
and emergency department visits among older
adults.

“We believe a pharmacist-led intervention
cannot only solve the medication-related
problems at discharge, but also assist with the
communication gaps between patients and
health care settings,” Jacobs says. His recent
K23 Mentored Patient-Oriented Research
Career Development Award from the NIH/
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute will
help him develop a real-time, risk prediction
algorithm that combines social information
with patient-centric interventions tested in
clinical practices.

T i s B el

Pharmacists as
Public Health Experts

Jacobs recognizes that public health and
pharmacy go hand-in-hand. “Pharmacy is on
the front line in both hospital and community
settings working to provide immunizations,
optimizing medication use, and managing
chronicillness and diseases,” he says. “This
has become even more evident during the
COVID-19 pandemic. I believe pharmacy’s role
in public health will only continue to grow
given the profession’s accessibility, training
and clinical expertise.”

All pharmacists have a
responsibility to participate
in global, national, state,
regional, and institutional
efforts to promote public
health and to integrate the
goals of those initiatives into
their practices.

— American Society of Health-Systems
Pharmacists Statement on the Pharmacist’s Role
in Public Health, October 2021
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Straubinger Receives
Fulbright Award

BY KARA SWEET

Robert Straubinger, PhD, a University at Buffalo Distinguished
Professor in the Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, has
received a highly prestigious Fulbright Scholar Award.

Straubinger will spend six months in Ireland
at the Patrick G. Johnston Centre for Cancer
Research at Queen’s University Belfast (QUB)
collaborating with scientists there to develop
new leads for clinical trials for pancreatic
adenocarcinoma (PDAC), the second leading
cause of cancer death.

Treatment resistance of PDAC stems largely
from the fact that it mutates to adapt and
survive with a very limited blood supply, in a
low-oxygen, low-nutrient environment. PDAC
tumors also produce abundant connective
tissue. This combination of low blood supply
and a dense tissue barrier enables the cancer
cells to survive chemotherapy and spread.
Furthermore, the anatomical location of PDAC
often makes surgery impossible and radiation
too toxic to organs to be effective.

Straubinger’s research focuses on both
delivery mechanisms to optimize treatment of

difficult-to-access solid cancer tumors, and
nanoparticle carriers to exploit temporary
breaches in the tumor drug delivery barrier.
He has been developing sequenced drug
treatment strategies that weaken the PDAC
drug delivery barrier and then deliver a
cancer-killing tfreatment during the period of
susceptibility.

His work draws heavily on predictive math-
ematical modeling of cancer therapeutics to
understand mechanisms involved in fumor
progression and responses to therapy, and
how to employ novel nanoparticulate drugs
and antibody-targeted therapies.

“This visit to QUB will provide an opportu-
nity for sustained interaction with colleagues
and potential collaborators, during which we
will build an expanded sphere of research
into novel pancreatic adenocarcinoma treat-
ments,” Straubinger says.

Straubinger recently obtained five years of
support from the National Institutes of Health
and funding agencies in the UK and Ireland to
lead a three-nation, collaborative research
project, “Tumor priming sequences combined
with novel nanoparticle drug carriers for
enhanced therapeutic efficacy in pancreatic
cancer,” with overall funding of $4.8 million.

The Fulbright program,
coordinated by the U.S.
Department of State, is one

of the most widely recognized
scholarships in the world. It is
devoted to improving intercultural
relations, diplomacy and

knowledge between the people of
the U.S. and other nations through
educational exchange.
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ACCOLADES

Recognizing

Greatness

These faculty and staff members are also
recognized for awards and distinctions in 2021:

Sathy Balu-lyer, PhD,
professor, pharmaceutical
sciences, appointed editor,
Journal of Pharmaceutical
Sciences.

Dhaval Shah, PhD “10,
associate professor,
pharmaceutical sciences,
named a top 2021 reviewer for
the Journal of Pharmaceutical
Sciences.

Nicholas Fusco,

PharmD 10, clinical
associate professor, pharmacy
practice, received a 2021
University at Buffalo Exceptional
Scholar Award for Teaching
Innovation.

Kris Jordan, advanced
pharmacy practice experience
coordinator, received a 2021
State University of New

York Chancellor’s Award for
Excellence in Professional
Service.

Qing Ma, PharmD, PhD,
associate professor, pharmacy
practice, selected as a member of
the National Institutes of Health
HIV Comorbidities and Clinical
Studies Study Section, Center for
Scientific Review.

Donald Mager, BS '91,
PharmD ‘00 and PhD
’02, professor and vice chair,
pharmaceutical sciences,
appointed a fellow of the
International Pharmaceutical
Federation (FIP).

Kathleen Tornatore
PharmD, ’81, professor,
pharmacy practice, received

a 2021 University at Buffalo
Exceptional Scholar Sustained
Achievement Award.

Erin Slazak,

PharmD ’04, clinical
assistant professor, pharmacy
practice, elected chair-elect of the
American Association of Colleges
of Pharmacy (AACP) Self-Care/
Nonprescription Medicine
Special Interest Group (SIG).
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Blazing a New Path for
Underserved Populations

Nicholas Smith’s NIH Award will enhance

individualized therapeutic care
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BY REBECCA BRIERLEY

icholas Smith, BS '15, PharmD '18, MS
N 18 and PhD '21, assistant professor of

pharmacy practice, is the recipient of
a National Institutes of Health (NIH) Clinical
Loan Repayment Program (LRP) Award from
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases. Purpose of the award is to decrease
health disparities and improve patient
outcomes though enhanced therapeutic
care in underserved populations. This
competitive funding is given to counteract the
financial pressure of student loans for clinical
investigators by repaying a percentage of
the researcher’s qualified educational debt
in return for a commitment to engage in NIH-
mission oriented research.

“As a group of clinician-
scientists, our objectives are to
design, test, then implement
patient-specific treatments to
optimize patient outcomes.”

Smith’s project, “Establishing Next
Generation Therapeutic Drug Monitoring by
Incorporating Special Patient Populations
and Mechanism-based Pharmacodynamics,”
is focused on developing freely available
dosing software tools o individualize
therapy in the hospital setting. “The goal is to
better provide dosing recommendations for
special or underserved patient populations
in Western New York where there may be
insufficient information,” Smith says. “In an
era of increased medical costs, this type of
patient-centered treatment will be integral to
decreasing disparities in health outcomes.”

The collaborative project involved faculty
from across the university, as well as from the
VA Western New York Health Care System and
the University of Southern California. It will
build upon Smith’s research using population
studies in tandem with bench research to
optimize and understand new therapies, and
their impact on patient care and outcomes.
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A Life of Service:
Nancy Finch Thompson, BS ‘60

First female pharmacist, Commissioned
Corps of the U.S. Public Health Service

BY REBECCA BRIERLEY

Nancy Finch Thompson’s life was one of service: to her family,
to her community and to the profession of pharmacy.

fter graduating from the UB School of
APharmacy in 1960, Thompson began

her community and public service
journey. She applied to the Commissioned
Corps of the United States Public Health
Service (PHS), becoming the first female

pharmacist in the Corps, where she served
from 1960-1968.

Her service to the Corps covered a variety
of positions and opportunities: a two-year
assignment to the PHS Hospital in Boston,
followed by transfer to the New Orleans PHS
hospital and the PHS-supported leprosarium
in Carville, La. After an assignment in
England, she returned to Washington, D.C.,
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where she served as acting chief
pharmacist, PHS Outpatient Clinic.

In Washington, she met her husband,
Gene, and they were married in 1967. As there
wasn't an opportunity during this time for
part-time work, she left the Corps after the
birth of her first child, and remained in the
D.C. area until her passing on Nov. 21, 2020.

“Things were so different in the 1960s,”
her husband Gene Thompson recalls.
“During the birth of our first child at
Walter Reed Medical Center, she was
admitted to the ward for wives of enlisted
service members, as they did not have
hospital rooms for female officers. Nor
as a dependent male spouse was I eligible
for medical care. It was a different time;
Nancy wished there was opportunity to
work part time after becoming a mother.
But sadly, that was not an option; she cried
when she resigned her PHS post.”

After leaving the USPHS, she no longer
actively practiced pharmacy and turned
her attentions to other forms of service.
She became an active member of the
National Presbyterian Church, serving
as deacon and leading mission trips to
Moldova. She and her husband also owned
and operated the Adams Inn for many
years, and were active D.C. community
members.

Thompson'’s legacy of pioneering female
leadership in public health and pharmacy
is not to be forgotten. She paved the way

for female pharmacists to pursue a life of
public health service. They now lead and
direct medication therapy to underserved
populations, monitor new drugs, conduct
groundbreaking research and lead pharmacy
care efforts during public health emergencies.

“We are forever grateful and indebted to

Frmmemmmeccccmmm e m—m————————

Nancy Finch
Thompson for

her leadership and
role in advancing the

profession as well as breaking

down barriers for women,” says RADM
Pamela Schweitzer, PharmD, former assistant
surgeon general, 10th chief pharmacist officer,
USPHS Commissioned Corp. “There are now
1,300 USPHS Commissioned Corps pharmacy
officers—50% of them are women. There was
not a path for Nancy, but she left a trail for us
to follow.”

Her pharmacy impact also includes a strong
University at Buffalo legacy: Grandfather
Ralph Stowell '15, father George Finch '28,
uncle Richard Stowell '39, brother-in-law
Peter Goliber '63 and cousins, James Buckley
’53 and John Rodgers ‘83, were all graduates
of the UB School of Pharmacy. Her place as

“During the birth of our first child
at Walter Reed Medical Center, she
was admitted to the ward for wives
of enlisted service members, as
they did not have hospital rooms
for female officers.”

atrailblazing female graduate is one not
forgotten.

“The University at Buffalo pharmacy
program has a strong legacy of women in
leadership,” says James O’Donnell, PhD,
dean emeritus. “To have Mrs. Thompson
carry on that legacy into the ranks of the
Commissioned Corps of the United State
Public Health Service is a great achievement
and one of which we are immensely proud.”



“[Wlhen whenI
went to Africa for
one of my APPE
rotations, I stayed
there afterward to
backpack around the
continent. It changed
the way I lived.”

Above, left: Volcan de Fuego, Guatemala

A white coat over a shimmering sarong. An article on elder care for Above: Mexico City

Forbes written oceanside. Patient medication safety videos on TikTok.

PharmD grad Nabila Ismail, whose motto
is to “maximize life beyond the 9 to 5.”

Ismail began traveling the world her
freshman year of college, taking every
opportunity she could to explore.

“I learned so much about myself,” she says.
“Then when [ went to Africa for one of my
APPE rotations, I stayed there afterward to
backpack around the continent. It changed the
way I lived.”

Ismail documented her journeys on a blog
and her Instagram profile, “Dose of Travel,” a
charming combination of pharmacist insight
and tourist tips. The more she traveled,
the more popular she became, eventually
boasting upwards of 12,000 followers.

After graduating in 2019, Ismail moved to
Los Angeles, where she worked as a retail
pharmacist. She continued to travel every
chance she could and expanded her portfolio
to include TikTok (where she now has over
14,000 followers) and her “Dose of Travel”
podcast.

I t's just another day in the life of 2019
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Ismail soon realized her passion for -
creating and communicating was a //
path she needed to pursue. “I was /'
looking for a nontraditional y
career to utilize my skills and
knowledge from pharmacy
school,” she says. The company
GoodRX caught her eye—she
now works as an engagement \
marketing manager on their X

-
- -~

Healthcare Professionals N
Marketing team and hosts the S
GoodPharmacists Podcast. She is also a
contributing writer for Forbes and has been
featured in Trip Advisor and Parade, where
she offers both health and travel information.

Ismail was recently named by Trip
Advisor as one of eight Asian American
influencers to follow, and says she is
humbled by the honor.

Notwithstanding her whirlwind success, her
goals have remained unchanged. “I want to
make a positive impact in the world and live a
happy, fulfilled life,” she says.

BUFFALO PHARMACY MAGAZINE | 2022



https://www.instagram.com/doseoftravel/

ALUMNI ABSTRACTS

26

BUFFALO PHARMACY MAGAZINE | 2022

The Golden Age of
Western New York
Pharmacy

BY KARA SWEET

The 1950s are considered by many to be the
golden age of pharmacy. Science and research
flourished, leading to the development of new
drugs, better antibiotics and critical vaccines.

In Western New York, pharmacy school graduates
were opening pharmacies and creating a
newfound sense of community. Through their
leadership, the local landscape of pharmacy
practice changed for all who came afterward.

In 2021, we lost three of these renowned local
leaders, but their legacy lives on through those
they guided and mentored.



James Coppola Bs ’56 (1934-2021)

James Coppola was the quintessential businessman with a health
care focus. After graduating from UB in 1956, he opened Getzville
Pharmacy in 1965 and served as treasurer for the Getzville
Businessmen’s Association.

Coppola was a founding member of the Pharmacists’
Association of Western New York (PAWNY), where he served
two terms as president in the 1980s. He was also a founding
member of the Amherst North Rotary as well as the Erie-Niagara
Corporation, which eventually became part of Independent
Health Association. Coppola was recognized for his civic leadership
with PAWNY’s 1987 Pharmacist of the Year Award and the prestigious
National
Bowl of Hygeia Award in 2004.

Although Coppola was esteemed in the community as an
executive, he is remembered by local pharmacists as a treasured
mentor.

“[Jim’s] friendship and mentorship led me to get involved in
leadership capacities with pharmacy professional organizations,
which also proved valuable in the advancement of my career
goals,” says Martin Burruano, BS ‘86, vice president of pharmacy
services af Independent Health Corporation. “His selfless
dedication to our profession had a profound impact on me.”

Milner Forster Bs '52 (1926-2021)

Milner Forster’s passion for pharmacy was just as strong as his love of
conversation, family and community. He opened Forster’s Pharmacy in
Blasdell, N.Y., in 1959, and remained owner for more than 25 years.
“He taught me that pharmacy is for the people, with the people,”
says his grandson Christopher Daly, PharmD/MBA '12, clinical assistant
professor, pharmacy practice.
He was an active and engaged
member of the Pharmacists Association
of Western New York and the
Pharmacists Society of the State
of New York, and president of the
South Shore Rotary Club, which he
was involved in for more than 40
years. He spent his time outside of
pharmacy organizing Rotary Club
fundraisers for charity, and in 1999,
funded an open-heart surgery at
Buffalo Children’s Hospital for a young
girl from Mexico.
His daughter, Lynn Daly (BS '79), followed
in her father’s footsteps as a pharmacist. After he retired, she took
over Forster’s Pharmacy with her husband, Don Daly (BS '79), and
son Christopher. Customers there
remember him fondly.

“He taught me that
pharmacy is for
the people, with
the people.”

“He was very personable and
a kind, generous person,” says
Lynn Daly. “He enjoyed making
everybody laugh.”

“His selfless dedication
to our profession had a
profound impact on me.”

Bruce Moden BS ’57 (1936-2021)

Bruce Moden was a devoted family man, businessman and
independent pharmacy advocate. He first opened Moden’s Pharmacy
in Lancaster, N.Y., in 1969. Later, as president and CEO of Moden-
Giroux, Inc., he co-owned four other local

pharmacies, as well as a surgical supply

“
company. He was

He serYed as Premdent of both the revered by the
Pharmacists Society of the State of New oSy
York and the Erie County Pharmaceutical community,

Association (later PAWNY); he held
meetings for the latter in his living room.
“Bruce was a mentor for me,” says Stephen Giroux, BS '81,
Moden’s longtime business partner and friend. “First as a pharmacist
exemplifying leadership in associations, then as a business partner,
taking a chance on a young kid just out of school. He was one of the
hardest working pharmacists I've ever met.”
His daughter, Linda Moden Andrews, BS '97, continued the family
tradition, co-owning Larwood Pharmacy in East Aurora, N.Y.,
for more than 15 years. While many of her

childhood memories include working in
pharmacies with her family (and the
distinct “medicine smell” her dad
brought home with him), it’s his
knowledge and compassion that
stands out the most.

“He was revered by the
community,” she says. “I've looked
up to him all of my life ... which

he would probably say was easy
because he was 6'7'!"
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ALUMNI ABSTRACTS

Defining a New Era of

Pharmaceutical Sciences
Recent graduates carry on the UB legacy

BY KARA SWEET

The fundamentals of pharmaceutical sciences were pioneered
at the University at Buffalo more than half a century ago. Our recent
graduates proudly carry on this legacy, as they help shape emerging

new frontiers of innovation and discovery.

Vanessa Gonzalez-Covarrubias, PhD '08:
Improving drug efficacy with
pharmacogenomics

Vanessa Gonzalez-Covarrubias leads a team of researchers at the
National Institute of Genomic Medicine (INMEGEN) in Mexico in the
field of pharmacogenomics. Most of
her time is spent in the lab working
with molecular and bioinformatic
tools, but she also teaches and
mentors graduate students through
the National Autonomous University of
Mexico.
Gonzalez-Covarrubias is
currently investigating the role of the
microbiome in the control of blood
pressure in aging populations. The
results have been fascinating. “We
have identified some groups of
bacteria more abundant in individuals
with a healthy blood pressure, which
suggests not only a role for diet and
interventions, but also an interplay between bacteria, their metabolites,
antihypertensive pharmacokinetics and blood pressure,” she says.

She aftributes her love of research to the “demanding and
competitive” pharmaceutical sciences PhD program at UB and her
mentor, Javier Blanco, PhD, Clin.Bio, professor, pharmaceutical
sciences.

“Vanessa'’s collaborative research endeavors have real translational
value,” says Blanco. “They are likely fo impact the utilization of
pharmacogenetic testing in Mexico.”

Gonzalez- Covarrubias plans to continue her research of the genetic
determinants of drug action and safety.

‘I find meaning and passion in every experiment and in every ques-
tion that may lead to a potential clue to unravel some drug mechanism,
or offer an insight to understand drug efficacy better,” she says.
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Erik Hefti, PharmD/MS 14, PhD ’17:
Reducing inequities in health care delivery
through translational research

Erik Hefti is executive director and assistant professor of

pharmaceutical sciences at Harrisburg University. He is also part of a
collaborative faculty group that is
formulating a Pennsylvania State of
Health Improvement Plan to reduce
inequities in health care delivery
and access.

Beyond his academic
obligations, he works as a clinical
pharmacist at the telehealth
startup RXLive, where he is studying
the impact that medication
therapy management—conducted
on RxLive’s proprietary digital
platform—has on hospitalization
rates in a large outpatient
population during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Hefti was the first student at SPPS to complete a PharmD/MS/

PhD. The academic rigor and guidance he received at the pharmacy
school left a lasting impression. “Faculty support in the pharmaceutical
sciences department was excellent,” he recalls. “[It] helped me realize
my potential as an educator and researcher.”

While at UB, Hefti completed the first and most comprehensive
mapping of mitochondrial genomes in myocardial samples from
persons with and without Down syndrome. He finished his PhD with
eight peer-reviewed publications and was first author on all of them.

“Erik opened new directions of research with genuine clinical
impact,” says Javier Blanco, PhD, Clin.Bio, professor, pharmaceutical
sciences.

“He epitomizes a translational scientist.”



Matthew Kosloski, BS ‘07, PhD ’"13:
Biologic drug development to expand
therapeutic access

Matthew Kosloski is assistant director of clinical pharmacology

at Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, where he supports biologic drug
development for immunological
and inflammatory diseases. He
also is evaluating how therapies
established in adults can translate
to pediatric populations.

Last fall, Kosloski virtually
returned to UB to present a lecture
on the clinical pharmacology
of protein therapeutics for
Sathy Balu-lyer, PhD, professor,
pharmaceutical sciences. It was an
invitation he was honored to accept
from the school that helped him
find his passion.

“Dr. Balu-lyer infroduced me
to the possibilities of a research-

based career,” he says. “There was a lof to love about being a student
at SPPS—even late nights alone in the lab collecting a hard-to-schedule
time point for experiments could be oddly cathartic.”

“Matt’s performance in the demanding coursework of our
department was outstanding,” says Balu-lyer. “He always went out of
his way to help other students with their research.”

Looking forward, Kosloski anticipates a long career in drug
development—"getting a new drug product approved and into the
hands of patients is immensely rewarding.”
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Munyon’s Homeopathic
Remedies

BY KARA SWEET

James Munyon
was such a savvy
entrepreneur that
he was nicknamed
“‘Money Munyon.”

After stints as a lawyer, teacher,
publisher and songwriter,
Munyon changed course in the
1890s and became a salesman
of homeopathic treatments that
he developed with a staff of
chemists and physicians. He was
wildly popular, and his runaway business success allowed him to
purchase an island off the coast of Florida in 1901.

James Munyon, ca. 1900

The construction and promotion of Hotel Hygeia (named for
the Greek goddess of health) on Munyon Island became his
new passion. It quickly became a wintertime retreat for wealthy
Northerners, who couldn’t get enough of his infamous “Paw Paw
Elixir” (nothing more than fermented juice from papayas picked
nearby). Munyon even

composed an official

song to promote the

resort and elixir as

part of an elaborate

marketing campaign.

Munyon’s self-professed
“cures” were renamed
“remedies” after
passage of the Pure
Food and Drug Act

of 1906. His success
continued until 1917,
when his hotel burned
down—he died shortly
thereafter. Munyon
Island has remained
largely uninhabited and
is now part of the John D.
MacArthur Beach State
Park.

Munyon’s Homeopathic Remedies
sign in the UB SPPS Apothecary
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The Drs. Piscitelli share their reward

BY: JUD MEAD

Steve Piscitelli, BS '88, Pharm D '90, has a story about the beginning
of his research education that he’s been telling all his life.

Steve Piscitelli, BS '88, Pharm D '90, has a story
about the very beginning of his research
education he’s been telling all his life.

By the time he graduated with a bachelor
of science in pharmacy, Steve had decided
his future was in research. He was one of
seven students in his first-year UB PharmD
class. Gerhard Levy, a giant in the world Steve
hoped to work in, assigned writing a research
protocol. He gave Steve’s effort a “D.”

Steve went to Levy despondent. Maybe he
wasn't cut out for a research career. Levy said,
“Mr. Piscitelli, the first time you played golf
were you good at it? No? Well, same thing here.
Just keep working at it.”

So he did. And he did very well.

Steve graduated from UB’s PharmD
program and moved on to a residency and
afellowship in infectious diseases at the
University of [llinois-Chicago where he met
his wife, Debbie, a PharmD graduate of UIC.

Then to the NIH for seven years where
he was the coordinator of a clinical
pharmacokinetics laboratory, with a side trip
to the FDA. Then to industry, first as associate
director of clinical pharmacology at Tibotec/
Virco Labs, and then to GlaxoSmithKline
where he was global head of clinical
pharmacology-infectious diseases.

Today, Steve is vice president for clinical
pharmacology, biometrics and medical
writing at Dermavant, a clinical-stage
biopharmaceutical company. Debbie heads
her own medical writing business.

And now that their two sons launched on
their own careers, one in pharmacy and one in
advertising, Steve and Debbie are realizing an
ambition they've nurtured for several years:
to give pharmacy student-researchers the
advantage of their success.

Past Success Allows for
Future Support

With a generous endowment gift, they
established the Drs. Stephen and Deborah
Piscitelli Scholarship at the School of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences. They
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also established an equivalent scholarship at
Debbie’s alma mater.

“The pharmaceutical industry has been
very good to Debbie and me and we both think
it’s a great opportunity for pharmacists,” Steve
says. “If there are students out there who are
thinking of pursuing a research career in
industry, we want to help them along.”

The Piscitelli Scholarship will go each
year to a third- or fourth-year student who
has demonstrated an interest in working in
the pharmaceutical industry (for instance
through an internship) or research, or both.

“There are so many options in pharmacy—
you can go into government, academia, retail,”
Steve says. “We happen to feel strongly that
the pharmaceutical industry is a good option
for students and we want to support that if we
can.”

The Piscitellis are also particular about not
restricting their scholarship to the highest
achievers. They wanted no GPA or class rank
criteria attached to the award, just interest in
research and the pharmaceutical industry.

“One of my good friends in school worked
a couple of jobs part time and he wasn'ta
straight-A student but he was a really good
pharmacist—ifIever got sick [ wanted him
taking care of me,” Steve says.

R T LT T e anE

Just Keep Working At It

Steve grew up in Seneca Falls, NY. He had an
aptitude for science and math and decided
early in high school he wanted a career in
pharmacy after learning about the field at a
career fair. He chose UB as his best option for
pharmacy study. It turned out to be a good
choice.

“The school means a lot to me,” he says.
“I'really enjoyed UB. I really enjoyed the
pharmacy school.”

He left with a handful of friends who he’s
still close to and the makings of a career he
now describes at career fairs like the one that
shaped his future. Steve also teaches a class in
adrug development elective at the University
of North Carolina’s Eshelman School of
Pharmacy.

Now he might paraphrase Gerhard Levy
as he beckons students to join the industry he
and Debbie both find so rewarding. “Come on
in—and just keep working at it.” Great career
options await.

“Nothing would make us happier,” Steve
says today, “than if some years from now
we meet someone who says ‘I got your
scholarship’ and is having a successful career
in research and we got to play a part in that.”

Steve and Debbie Piscitelli



BY: JUD MEAD

“I'm just a kid who came from South Buffalo,”
says Margie McGlynn, BS ‘82, MBA 83,
Hon. Sc.D. “My mother always told me,

‘Remember, you're just Margie.”

Behind that plain intfroduction is an
upbringing that produced an industry-
leading career, a dedication to improving
lives affected by rare diseases, and now,
her endowment of the Margaret Hempling
McGlynn Endowed Chair in Clinical
Pharmacy.

Margie was one of eight children. Her
father, Edward Hempling, BS '50, owned
Hempling’s Pharmacy on the corner of South
Park and Crystal Avenues. Margie learned
the business—and his values—at her father’s
side. He cared more about doing good in his
community than making profits.

Sadly, the Hempling family was shadowed
by illness. Her brother Timothy died from
measles when he was a toddler. When
Margie was four, her sisters Judy (six) and
Susie (two) were diagnosed with the rare
genetic disorder homocystinuria, which
interferes with the body’s ability to process
certain amino acids.

The disorder had only been characterized
a year earlier. There was no treatment. It
brought a disastrous cascade of sequelae:
developmental disability, abnormal blood
clots, strokes, ophthalmic issues among
many others. Judy was eventually wheelchair
bound. They died within six months of each
other when Susie was nine and Judy was 14.
Margie was 11.
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Path to Future
Success

She expected to follow

her father’s path in retail
pharmacy but after a
summer internship with
Merck, she realized she
could make a bigger impact
in industry and accepted a
position with Merck after
finishing her MBA. She stayed
for 26 years. By the time

she left to pursue her own
interests she was president
of the company’s $8 billion
global vaccine and infectious
disease division.

She was the global version
of what her father had
been in his South Buffalo
neighborhood. Among
other initiatives, she worked
to establish a no-profit
pricing policy for distributing
medications for HIV/AIDS and
other diseases to developing
countries. Her division
provided millions of free
doses of Merck’s HPV vaccine
to prevent cervical cancer
and rotavirus vaccine to prevent severe
gastrointestinal disease in infants.

After Merck, McGlynn served for four
years as president and CEO of the nonprofit
International AIDS Vaccine Initiative, retiring
from that role in 2015.

Understanding Patient’s
Everyday Lives

In the meantime she established the
Hempling Foundation for Homocystinuria
Research and, in 2016, HCU Network
America, a nonprofit patient advocacy and
support organization dedicated to helping
patients with homocystinuria and related
disorders live with their diseases. Although
still very difficult, the disorder is now better
understood and more manageable.

The Hempling Foundation’s first research
grant contributed to the development of
a promising synthetic replacement for the
defective enzyme that causes homocystinuria.
It is now in phase 1/phase 2 human trials.

“It gives me the greatest satisfaction to
know there may eventually be effective
therapies to prevent serious issues and
address the severe impact restrictive diet has
on the quality of patients’ lives,” she says.

But it is the everyday lives of people
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with homocystinuria and other metabolic
disorders and their families that led fo Margie
McGlynn's endowment at the School of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences.

When her sisters were living with
homocystinuria, there was no support system
for them or the family, beyond medical care.

The disorder was barely understood. The
sisters’ doctors at Children’s Hospital were
wonderfully caring, but there was no team:
no nutritionist because there was no dietary
therapy, there were no geneticists, it didn’t
occur to anyone that a clinical psychologist
might get involved or a social worker.

Leadership in Clinical
Pharmacy Research and
Patient Care

The McGlynn Chair will focus research and
training on how fo deliver state-of-the-art
clinical pharmacy care and will collaborate
with other health care disciplines to improve
infegrated care delivery for patients with
rare genetic metabolic disorders like

“[The endowed chair] establishes
the concept that clinical phar-
macists can play a lead role in

a care-support team for rare
genetic disorders.”

- Dean Gary Pollack

homocystinuria and phenylketonuria (PKU).

According fo Dean Gary Pollack, the
endowment will make a fundamental
difference for the population Margie
McGlynn cares most about.

“First, it establishes the concept that clinical
pharmacists can play a lead role in a care-
support team for rare genetic disorders. And
second, it can put UB in a leadership position
in developing that concept.”

Margie McGlynn is results-oriented. She
expects her endowment to make a difference
in the delivery of care for rare genetic
diseases far beyond the pharmacy school.

“If we can do that better in Western New
York, then let’s share that with the rest of the
country and the rest of the world,” she says.

She wants the world to have what her
sisters Judy and Susie missed. It was their fate
to be born at a time when the world didn’t
understand their disorder.

It's Margie McGlynn's mission to make
what we better understand today work as
effectively as the best minds in the field can
imagine.
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The Hayes Society

The Hayes Society honors individuals who have
made legacy gifts to the School of Pharmacy and

Pharmaceutical Sciences through a bequest or other

method of deferred giving.

Allen Barnett '65

Charles Bishop

Thomas Blanchard '61

Daniel ‘89 and Gayle Brazeau '89
Alex Cardoni '66

Raymond '82, ‘87 and Mary Anne Dannenhoffer '81, ‘87
Nina Doran '53

Ronald Evens '69

Joseph Figlow ‘70

Carol Gloff '75

Florence Ho 75 and Wing Fung

Ron '56 and Gail Isaacs

Rose Mary Madejski '59

Diane Magnus ‘66

Margaret Hempling McGlynn '82, '83
DeWitt Niles '62

James and Kimberly O’Donnell
Robert '62 and Karen Pompi '65
Robert Ravin '57

Mario '76, ‘81 and Donna Rocci
Irving Sultz '55

Joseph '75, 77 and Claudia Twist '74
Ralph Vescio '55

To learn more or to notify the school of a legacy gift that
you have planned, please call the Office of Advancement at
(716) 645-3432, or visit our website at pharmacy.buffalo.edu.

SPPS ranks

#12

most affordable
pharmacy program
in the country

- College Affordability Guide.
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Honorary and

Memorial Gifts

IN MEMORY OF THOMAS
BARDOS

Vitauts ‘61, '64, '74 and Brigita
Alks

Maria Bardos

Dennis Bogyo '75 and Luana
Goodwin '71

Michael Darby '80

Thomas ‘80 and Cynthia Engle

Peter and Kathleen Forgach

William Glave '70

Stephen ‘92 and Cherinne Kerr

Le & Dinh Foundation

James Matson '73

A.Jere and Elma Solo

Agnes Szekeres

David Triggle

Christopher Zusi '79

IN MEMORY OF SAMUEL '34
AND MARIAN BURSUCK

Andrew and Bonnie Tangalos

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT
COOPER
Elaine Cozzarin '69

Karl '79 and Joann Donn
Craig Kirkwood '80, '83

IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH
DUNN ’75, ’81

Michael Darby '80
IN MEMORY OF LORI ESCH '97

Coraline Esch

IN MEMORY OF ALAN FORREST

Enhanced Pharmacodynamics,
LLC

Angela Kashuba '95

Donald Mager '90, ‘00, '02

Charles Peloquin

Stephen '88, '90 and Deborah
Piscitelli

Thomas Riedhammer 70, '77

Scott Vanwart ‘96, '04, '14

IN MEMORY OF EDWARD
HEMPLING '52
Margaret Hempling

McGlynn ‘82, '83
IN HONOR OF WILLIAM JUSKO
’65, '70
Xu Zhu 17

IN MEMORY OF GERHARD LEVY

Donald Mager '90, '00, '02

Svein Oie '75 and Barbara
Woodruff

Richard '63, '67 and Judith
Reuning '63, '68

Xinning Yang ‘09 and Hongwu
Shen

Xiaochen Zhao '16

Xu Zhu 17

IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL
MUNELLA

Gregory and Kris Jordan

IN HONOR OF MURALI
RAMANTHAN

John Beaty

IN MEMORY OF MARLENE
SIEGEL

Richard Polakoff '58

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD
STOWELL '39

John '83, '84 and Susan Rodgers
IN MEMORY OF OF SALVATORE
AND MARIE TORRE

Nelson '56 and Joyce Torre

UB Scholarship and
Fellowship Commitments

FY21to FY22 increased by

8497%.
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Donor Honor Roll

Joseph Chazan
Algirdas Gamziukas
Helaine Gamziukas
Nelson Torre

PATRON
Anne Allen
Louis Bien
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PATRON ! WILLIS G. GREGORY ! WILLIS G. GREGORY ! WILLIS G. GREGORY ! PATRON
Ruth Lindblad . SOCIETY . SOCIETY . SOCIETY | Michael Brady
1 LEADER 1 LEADER | LEADER | Roger Meyers
CLASS OF 1951 ! Bruce Moden ! Richard Reuning ! Carol Bainbridge ! Elizabeth Murphy
! ! I Richard Reunin 1 Deborah Swartz
PATRON 9
ADVOCATE | CLASS OF 1958 ' Anonymous ! PATRON E
Samuel Ferrara | PATRON I William Abdallah I Richard Ersing 1 CLASS OF 1973
PATRON ! ' Lincoln Conti ' Ronald Lamb !
< i Ardwin Block i oheoin Lont ' i PATRON
Kathleen Monachino 1 o . 1 Thomas D’Annunzio 1 Philbert Monacelli !
1 William Fleming 1 ) 1 1 Anonymous
1 Anson Johnson ! Arthur Oleszkowski ! Jeffry Rosner ' Barbara Ll
CLASS OF 1952 ' 1 Eleanor Scaffidi 1 Margaret Rosner 1
WIS & EREaoRY 1 Nelson Korus H H Joel Ross 1 Thomas Marks
1 1 1 1
. 1 Jack May H H . | James Matson
SOCIETY 1 Ralph McGarrity : CLASS OF 1964 : DOVITd\EEhLI‘IHZ \ Thomas Nealon
GUARDIAN ! Richard Polako ! . ! ' Jerald Passer
I Richard Polakoff | WILLIS G. GREGORY 1 Janef Whalen ' Id P
Gerald Hooley L i aes OF 1o5s } SOCIETY i CLASS OF 1969 Dot Resman-Targoff
LEADER : 1 LEADER : WILLIS G. GREGORY : Rlobne \;/IO e
Gerald Saks ! WILLIS G. GREGORY ! Vitauts Alks ! SOCIETY 1 Robert Wagner
Zakar Shakarjian | SOCIETY | PATRON H H CLASS OF 1974
Joseph Sterman ! LEADER ! Crescenzo Schettini ! GUARDIAN !
PATRON ! Rose Mary Madejski ! 1 Ronald Evens ! WILLIS G. GREGORY
Robert Erisman ' Mark Rosenfeld ! CLASS OF 1965 1 PATRON . ! SOCIETY
Walter Stanton : Joseph Voelkl : WILLIS G. GREGORY : Elaine Cozzarin : LEADER
! ADVOCATE ! SOCIETY } Allen Ward ) Vitauts Alks
CLASS OF 1953 ' paul Mvka i 1 Ralph Wynn 1 George Lasezkay
: y | GUARDIAN | Gary Zimmerman i Claudia Twist
PATRON 1 PATRON 1 Karen Pompi 1 1
id Fak i David H d i ' | PATRON
David Fake 1 David Hammon ! LEADER ! CLASS OF 1970 H Joann Farrell
Feuerstei il
June Fewerstein | CLASS OF 1960 i xvgt‘;”;iik‘j i WILLIS G. GREGORY i Stephen Lisbowitz
1 1 1 1 Richard Posner
John Oakes ! WILLIS G. GREGORY | Chester Hejna ' LEADER | Claudia Rocci
CLASS OF 1954 ; SOCIETY 1 David Sperling I Joseph Figlow i Janie Ward
1 LEADER 1 PATRON 1 William Jusko 1
PATRON 1 Anonymous 1 Gregory Chudzik ! PATRON ! CLASS OF 1975
Theodore Casamento ! PATRON 1 Wayne Conrad H Jeffrey Baldwin | WILLIS G. GREGORY
JLOmes CKf?I'ucc' i Maria Bleicher 1 Harold Vang i ‘Anthony Bufano i SOCIETY
enore Kilger 1 Angela Coniglio H ' Paul Chi lloti H
Seymour Kugel E Gertrude Corio E CLASS OF 1966 E V\;?IlIJiQm Iglrg\\//: . E gl;Agg\l/ﬁjNChu
Gerald Rubin 1 Barbara Darstein ! WILLIS G. GREGORY 1 Gail Guzzo : Jo.m.a Chu
! Sandra Stanbridge ! SOCIETY 1 Thomas Hager ' Carol Gloff
CLASS OF 1935 H I CHAMPION i Ellen Kayton 1 Michael Levitt
1 1 1 1
WILLIS G. GREGORY 1 CLASS OF 1961 ' Alex Cardoni I Paul Schwartzmyer ' LEADER
SOCIETY i WILLIS G. GREGORY i ADVOCATE i Robert Van Every i Wai-Yung Florence Ho
LEADER ! SOCIETY [ ! ''H H
! I Richard Hetey ' CLASS OF 1971 1 Henry Ru
Shgrwood Deutsch ! LEADER ' Diane Mangus . 1 Lawrence Kwok
Irving Sultz ! Vitauts Alks ! PATRON ! WILLIS G. GREGORY ' Sue Marr
pATRQN ! PATRON ! Robert Barto ! SOCIETY ! gdvx./crg.l\/\cNd'f
Elaine Boland A ! Symond Jacobson ! Robert Rubaha 1 LEADER H velnh 1'_9 )
Andrew Braunschweiger ! \illiam Schack ! Robert Vacca ! Paul Grout ! JKoses Wwist
! ! ! Michael Mayersohn 1 fentee
CLASS OF 1956 ! CLASS OF 1962 ! CLASS OF 1967 ! Howard Weintraub ! E?TRC,::
WILLIS G. GREGORY | WILLIS G. GREGORY . WILLIS ¢. CREGORY ! PATRON ! Bilga Attar
SOCIETY ! SOCIETY | SOCIETY ! Janerio Aldridge 1 Donna Hammond
! ! ' Gregory Berezuk 1 Jeanne Lill
GUARDIAN ! GUARDIAN ! LEADER ! Michael Constanti 1 Linda Lombardi
Ronald Isaacs I Heather Ackle H - 1 Michael Constantino ! h
H 4 1 Charles Bainbridge i Virginia Fraboni 1 Danny Shen '
LEADER ! PATRON ! Thomas Quinlan I Maxwell Grzywna ! Stephen Turkovich
i i i i
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1
6 6 <) 6

John Whitehead

PATRON

Donald Goelz
Judith Kocher

Gary Mosher
Edward Mroszczak
Robert Van Slyke

Stanley Szefler
Elizabeth Tomiak
Francis Wawro

Tarik Veysoglu
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Donor Honor Roll cninued

Q
CLASS OF 1976 1 Class of 1979, continued
WILLIS G. GREGORY 1 PATRON
SOCIETY : gustﬁn Bonéroff |

1 Catherine Cmaylo
I(\;AUAR%IAN, ! James Czajkowski

ario Roccl ! Sheri Forman

LEADER 1 Allan Frank
Joseph Balwierczak i Margaret Johnson
Michael Jay | Barbara Kapsiak
Edward McNiff 1 Christopher Oravetz
ADVOCATE ! Linda Thomas-Glover
Deborah Edson ! F.Christopher Zusi
Daniel Horn : LA F
PATRON ' CLASS OF 1980
Kathleen Cubera | WILLIS G. GREGORY
Dennis Galluzzo ! SOCIETY
Paula Rounds | CHAMPION
David Taber 1 Kenneth Dow
Jchzr;eens \g;c;]izlonno Falk E LEADER

' Craig Kirkwood
CLASS OF 1977 1 Gene Morse

1 ADVOCATE
WILLIS G. GREGORY ! } oc
SOCIETY ' Michael Darby

1 Kenneth Tramposch
LEADER H PATRON
guson Clifford-Jay E Frances Badagnani

um Yee-Woo 1 Frank Badagnani

PATRON i Diana Clarke
Helen Abasute 1 Thomas Engle
Paul Corey 1 James Fitzgerald
Howard Forman ! Paul Kunkemoeller
Jo Anne Giblin ! Sheryl Liedtke
Mary Ann Hallenbeck 1 Kathleen Mrozinski
Maria Kelly 1 Patricia Palumbo
Wing Lun 1 Holly Prosser
Michael Shakarjian 1 Sandra Schifano
Jacob Utzig \ Thomas Streeter

1
CLASS OF 1978 i CLASS OF 1981

1
WILLIS G. GREGORY ! WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY | SOCIETY
LEADER ! GUARDIAN
Karl Fiebelkorn 1 Mary Anne Dannenhoffer
George Lasezkay i Mario Rocci
ADVOCATE | LEADER
Stanley Kent ' Steve Giroux
PATRON ' Elizabeth Lquig
Suzanne Castine ! Walter Ludwig )
Nicholas Honcharik i Mark Stramaglia
Mary Poppendeck 1 Kathleen Tornatore
Neil Poppendeck | ADVOCATE
Bruce Sakowitz | Steven Chao

1

1 PATRON
CLASS OF 1979 i Mark Costanza
WILLIS G. GREGORY i Terry Davis
SOCIETY i Rita Keller
LEADER 1 BarryMartin
Cindy Bennes ! W|Il|gm McSkimming
Karl Donn i David Meyer
Tina Fiebelkorn H Karen Quaranto

1 James Rose
ADVOCATE ) 1 Ronald Schifano
Sherwood Klein ' Karl Williams

1 Revlon Williams

6
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CLASS OF 1982

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

GUARDIAN
Margaret McGlynn

LEADER

Paul Ferris

Thomas Madejski

Marianne Simpson
Schulz

ADVOCATE

Mark Celeste
Chuiling Yang
PATRON

Geraldine Anderson
Amy Bradley

Karen Brim

Paul Cain

Francis Marracino
Cheryl Merrill

Karl Metzger

Mary Frances Prorok

CLASS OF 1983

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

GUARDIAN
Alfonse Muto
Mark Sinnett

CHAMPION
James Ermer

LEADER

Joseph Balwierczak
Donald Fleming
Craig Kirkwood
Edward McNiff
Gene Morse

Renee Rizzo Fleming
John Rodgers

PATRON

William Barclay
Diane Bassanello
Cecilia Cheng
Barbara Fingar
Frank Heinrich
Harvey Lisch

N. Chris Nwankwo
Darrell Reed
James Spain

CLASS OF 1984

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

GUARDIAN

Mary Anne Dannenhoffer

LEADER

Andrew Chow
Elizabeth Ludwig
Marilyn Morris
Rachel Smith
Thomas Smith

O = e e e m e mmm e e e O

Class of 1984, continued

ADVOCATE
Theresa Bianco

PATRON

Edward Bednarczyk
Matthew Buehler
Rosa Hill

Nicholas Honcharik
John Krake

William Malenga
Michael Rossi

CLASS OF 1985

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

LEADER
Andrew Chow

ADVOCATE
David Milling
Anne Zajicek

PATRON

Helen Abasute
Joseph Fayad
Christopher Messineo
Diane Mulvey
Richard O'Brocta
Anne Ptak

Nadia Sefein

Ernest U

CLASS OF 1986

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

GUARDIAN
Angela East

LEADER

Martin Burruano
Brian Loucks
Richard Moon
Karen Whalen

PATRON

Janiece Aldinger
Kathleen Gondek
Neal Green

LeRoy Hanchett
Patricia Honcharik
Susan Hughes
Sarah Ronchetti

CLASS OF 1987

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

GUARDIAN

Mary Anne Dannenhoffer

Mark Sinnett

LEADER
Bradley Wong

PATRON

Andrea Day

Edward Dillon

David Feldman

Beth Resman-Targoff
John Wiernikowski

L T e e e PP

CLASS OF 1988

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

GUARDIAN
Anonymous
Stephen Piscitelli

CHAMPION
James Ermer

LEADER
James Tisdale

ADVOCATE
Anonymous

PATRON
Elizabeth Bachert
Michelle Callahan
Linda Equinozzi
Elizabeth Eschrich
LeRoy Hanchett
Evelyn Reda
Vincent Reda
Elaine Soldi

Craig Straley
David Tober
Suzanne Tober

CLASS OF 1989

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY
CHAMPION

Daniel Brazeau
Gayle Brazeau
PATRON

Tammy Hayes
Nadine Johnson
Andrea Nola

CLASS OF 1990

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

GUARDIAN

Stephen Piscitelli
LEADER

Andrew Chow

Stacy Johnson
ADVOCATE

Michelle Wyant-Seelig

PATRON
Sean Nola
Jennifer Thomas

CLASS OF 1991

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

GUARDIAN
Donald Mager
LEADER

Joseph Balthasar

ADVOCATE
Anonymous
Amy Marie Carlo



Donor Honor Roll coniinved

Class of 1991, continued

PATRON

Shaun Cobb
Michele Fioravanti
Gayle Klein
Kathleen Tocco

CLASS OF 1992

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

CHAMPION
Stephen Groth

ADVOCATE
Joseph Saseen

PATRON

Paul Badore
Joseph Caezza
Stephen Kerr
Patrick Meek
Khanh Nguyen
Catherine Reinard
Kathleen Ziedins

()

Class of 1995, continued

PATRON
Guoping Feng
Pamela Ficarra
Eric Klein

Joanna Marsh
Debra Porter
Joseph Sidoti
Alecia Thompson

CLASS OF 1996

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

LEADER
Joseph Balthasar
Scott Vanwart

PATRON

Kit Cheng

Julie Joyce

Doanh Tran
Stephen Warren
Kristin White
Adam Wychowski

18 SSPS grants

awarded in 2021 totaling

CLASS OF 1993

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

LEADER
Benjamin Koenig

PATRON

Alison Conroy
Zhigang Luo
Theresa Nguyen
Debra Porter
Thomas Siejka
David Webster
Wendi Webster

CLASS OF 1994

ADVOCATE
Joseph Saseen

PATRON

Elizabeth Bachert
Kristi Leonard
Janel Miles

Peter Miles
Mojdeh Mozayani

CLASS OF 1995

ADVOCATE
Jamie Belcastro
Angela Kashuba
Holly Kimko

(o

CLASS OF 1997

PATRON

Sheila Beurket

Lisa Bogner

Gretchen Heister

Jack Lai

Pauline Lai

Sarah McDowell
Renee Sabin-Haggerty
Haijing Tran

CLASS OF 1998

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

CHAMPION
Yu-Nien Tom Sun

PATRON

Amy Donihi
Patricia Heary
Michael Koncilja
Matthew Maier
Michelle Mozingo
Xin Wang

L T e e e PP

CLASS OF 1999

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

LEADER
Stanley Au
Keith Wagner
PATRON
Maria Dybala
Althia Hamilton
Dana Lukin
Richard Norris

CLASS OF 2000

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY
GUARDIAN
Donald Mager
LEADER
Stanley Au
Keith Wagner
PATRON

Lisa Bogner
Maria Dybala
Kelly Mahar
Dmitri Mayer

Christie Pokrywczynski

Robert Wahler

CLASS OF 2001

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

CHAMPION
Jean Jacob

PATRON
Mandy Kou
Kenneth Sansone

CLASS OF 2002

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY
GUARDIAN

Donald Mager
LEADER

William Prescott
PATRON

Melanie DeTone
Ursula Hahn

Sarah Peters

CLASS OF 2003

ADVOCATE
Melissa Stimson
PATRON
Kimberly Bennett
Johnny Hung

CLASS OF 2004

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

LEADER
Scott Vanwart

O N O O N N T P )

Class of 2004, continued
PATRON

Heather Bissell
Nadine Francis
Matthew Menz

CLASS OF 2005

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

LEADER
Yang Chen
Seana Rozo

PATRON

Lynn Carlson
Christie Fries
Doanh Tran
Siu Yan Yeung

CLASS OF 2006

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

CHAMPION
Matthew Kosloski
LEADER
Anonymous
ADVOCATE
Maura Wychowski

PATRON
Holly Coe
Matthew Wojdyla

CLASS OF 2007

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

LEADER
Matthew Koslowski
Richard Lin

ADVOCATE
Tyler Smith-Strutz

PATRON

Patrick Comerford
Lauren Dubs

Raj Kale

Youngjin Moon
Navind Oodit

Qi Wang

Ethan Wong

CLASS OF 2008

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

LEADER
Rachel Peer

PATRON
Raymond Chan
Amanda Crabtree
Jordan Csati
Lindsey Csati
Devon DeFranco
Kaela Keluskar
Pui Yi Tam

O = e e e m e mmm e e e O

CLASS OF 2009

ADVOCATE
Shannon Rotolo

PATRON
Alexandra Centeno
Timothy Chiang
Lisa Smith

Jade Yang

Xinning Yang

CLASS OF 2010

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

LEADER
Anonymous
Jesse Imes

ADVOCATE
Anson Abraham

PATRON

Anu Bank-Oni
Andrea Breyer
James DiNicolantonio
Nicholas Falco
Kristen Gawronski
Gary Greco

Keith Rowe

Deanna Scibilia

CLASS OF 2011

PATRON

Kate Knox

Lauren Petroziello
Brian Salvas
Laura Sandler

CLASS OF 2012

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

LEADER
Yang Chen
Xiling Jiang
Xiaoyu Yan
ADVOCATE
Philip Basko

PATRON

Jeffrey Balsam
Cecilia Chan
Christopher Diehl
Katherine Diehl
Stephanie Froebel
James Kalabus
Andrew Shick

CLASS OF 2013

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

LEADER
Matthew Koslowski

PATRON
Agnes Nduka
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Donor Honor Roll cninued

CLASS OF 2014 ?

WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

LEADER

Scott Vanwart

PATRON
Yi Yang

CLASS OF 2015

PATRON

Zackery Bulman
Hengxin Lin
Kelley Nghiem
Hanh Nguyen
Quynh-Anh Pham
Nathan Williams
Courtney Wolff
Allison Wu

CLASS OF 2016

PATRON
Michael Burns
Peter Fendt
Tyler Mullen
Kendra Nielsen
Xiaochen Zhao

CLASS OF 2017
WILLIS G. GREGORY
SOCIETY

CHAMPION

Xu Zhu

PATRON

Hsueh Yuan Chang
James Hill

CLASS OF 2018

PATRON

Dan Ni Chen
Anthony DeGelorm
Haley Peer

CLASS OF 2019

PATRON

Dan Ni Chen

Christ Ange Katche
Cynthia Mgbeojirikwe
Yoscar Ogando

CLASS OF 2021

PATRON
Hsueh Yuan Chang

29

NEW UB ENDOWED CHAIRS
AND PROFESSORSHIPS

36 BUFFALO PHARMACY MAG

FRIENDS,

CORPORATIONS AND

FOUNDATIONS

WILLIS G. GREGORY

SOCIETY

GUARDIAN

Anonymous

AbbVie Inc.

Air Products Foundation

American College of
Clinical Pharmacy

Amgen, Inc.

Anonymous

The Benevity Community
Impact Fund

Certara USA, Inc.

Charities Aid Foundation
of America

Community Pharmacy
Foundation

Csl Behring, LLC

Raymond Dannenhoffer

Ernst & Young Foundation

GlaxoSmithKline

Independent Health
Association, Inc.

Janssen Pharmaceutical,
Inc.

Janssen Research and
Development, LLC

Johnson & Johnson

Johnson & Johnson
Foundation

Pamela Levitt

Lilly, Eli, and Company

Linde, Inc.

E. Kevin McGlynn

Merck & Company, Inc.

Merck Sharp & Dohme
Corp.

Sharon Pierce Miller

National Multiple
Sclerosis Society

The John R. Qishei
Foundation

Deborah Piscitelli

Robert Pompi

Donna Rocci

Roche Translational &
Clinical Research Center

Sanofi Foundation of
North America

Sanofi S.A.

Merrette Sinnett

319
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Tops Markets, LLC
Walgreens

CHAMPION

Anonymous

Catherine Dow

Christine Gabos

Anies Jacob

James and Kimberly
O’Donnell

Brian Peer

Pfizer Foundation
Matching Gifts Program

Frances Tan

LEADER

Anonymous

Brigita Alks

Paula Crone and A. Paul
Aversano

Sathy and Vandana
Balu-lyer

Maria Bardos

Robert Betzler

Janeen Burruano

Cpl Associates, L.L.C.

CVS Caremark
Charitable Trust, Inc.

JoAnn Donn

Peter and Kathleen
Forgach

Ho Leung and Sun Mi
Fung

K. Wing Fung

Mary Hu

Gail Isaacs

Raymond Johnson

Cynthia Kirkwood

Jennifer Lasezkay

Libby Loucks

Sandra Madejski

Francis Marr

Elizabeth McNiff

Barbara Moden

William Morris

Network for Good

Barbara Oie

David And Jan Panasci

Tony and Camille
Passarella

Pine Pharmaceuticals LLC

Gina Prescott

Mary Quinlan

Rite Aid Corporation

Susan Rodgers

Judith Reuning

Jennifer Rosenberg

Linda Rosenfeld

Mark Schultz

Pearl Shakarjian

A. Jere and Elma Solo

Patricia Stramaglia

Frances Tan

David Triggle

Anita Weintraub

Barbara Woodruff

Elizabeth Yamashita

Leigh Yates

Yourcause, LLC

Yuanyuan Zhang

O = e e e m e mmm e e e O

ADVOCATE

Therese Abraham

C. Teo and Jennifer
Balbach

Rebecca Brierley

Coraline Esch

David Hart

Le & Dinh Foundation

Lilly

Kathryn Lyons

Jaime Maerten-Rivera

Rozanne Myka

Robert Seelig

Joyce Torre

Thomas Wychowski

PATRON
Ekong Abasute
Margaret Abdallah
Nancy Barclay
Michael Bartone
John Beaty
Jane Bednarczyk
Brian Bennett
Garrett Bissell
Beverly Block
Shirely Brady
Derek Brim
Bristol-Myers Squibb
Foundation, Inc.
David Brock
Cynthia Carr Doggrell
Lynn Comerford
Angelo Coniglio
Judith Constantino
Jake Crabtree
Michael Cubera
Laura Dawidowicz
Joseph and Patricia
Dsida
Kelly Duncan-Metzger
Cynthia Engle
Joan Ersing
Heide Fitzgerald
Kristin Gniazdowski
Stephen Goeller
Juliana Goelz
Michelle Grasso
Lynn Grigsby
John Hallenbeck
Kevin Hayes
Aplomb Huang
Douglas Hughes
Vickie Hurst
James Johnson
Gregory and Kris Jordan
Russell Keller
Cherinne Kerr
Lawrence Kocher
Dorothy Korus
Bernadette Kunkemoeller
Susan Liebowitz
Jean Luo
Adrianna Lyte
Qing Ma
Margaret Manos
Mary Ellen Martin
Tracey Meek
William Murphy

L T e e e PP

Margret Nawrocki
Cecilia Nwankwo
Charles Peloquin
Ann Posner
John Ptak
Thomas Riedhammer
Mark Rivera
Robert and Sara
Robinson
Carole Sable
Adrianna Salvas
Margaret Schultz
Judith Schwartzmyer
Mark Scibilia
Hongwu Shen
Douglas and Sheri Snow
Yunn Jyy Soo
Nicolette Straley
Christine Stumm
Andrew and Bonnie
Tangalos
Ira Targoff
Jason Thompson
Deborah Turkovich
Nancy Van Slyke
Alissa Verone-Boyle
Necva Veysoglu
Sherry Wahler
Dyann Zusi

UB LOYAL BLUES
RECOGNITION
LEVELS

WILLIS G.
GREOGORY
SOCIETY

GUARDIAN
$5,000+
CHAMPION
$2,500 - $4,999

LEADER
$1,000-$2,499

ADVOCATE
$500 - $999
PATRON

up to $499

This report includes donors
who have made gifts and
planned gift commitments
between July 1, 2020

and June 30, 2021. Every
effort has been made to
ensure the accuracy of the
information. In the event of
an error or omission, please
contact the SPPS University
Advancement Office at (716)
645-3432 so that we may
update our records.



Endowed Scholarships and Fellowships

AVERSANO-STROZZI
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Marc Coiro

Shery Seliman

PROFESSOR EMERITUS

THOMAS . BARDOS

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Shufang Liu

Vusumuzi Ngonidzashe
Hove

JEANNIE BAUDA DUMUTH
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Corian Hess

JOSEPH BAUDA
SCHOLARSHIP IN
PHARMACY
Ajongako Atabong

JUDITH CARDONI
SCHOLARSHIP
Anna Mattle

ROBERT M. COOPER
MEMORIAL AWARD
Alexis Watters

CRIMALDI-MADE]JSKI
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Olivia Denny

Kira Voyer

CVS SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Katherine Kennedy
Yonghua Qin

Habibur Rahman

Fiona Wu

X. DAVE AND LOIS
D’AMBROSIO
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Christopher Singh

PAMELA M. EMERSON
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Jianfa Chen

Lulu He

Xinman He

Eva Huang

Shally Lin
Roksolana Lypska
Chu Mei

Kristine Nguyen
Destiny Osborne
Zakiya Rhodie
Sara Salah

Sumin Shin

Baylie Slowik
Autumn Spyhalsky
Evelyn Wang

Ume Farwa Wasim
Shirley Wu

Carrie Yu

Wenxin Zhang
Alice Zheng

Xin Ying Zheng

CAROL GLOFF
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Esther Esadah

O == = e e m e mmmm e e e O

LYLE GRAVES
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Anna Augostini
Kelsey Barrus
Nick Cashman
Min Chung

Katie Clark
Jacob Dumbleton
Anthony Gorynski
Neeraj John
Sadie Kirkham
Alexis Lamson
Shibei Li

Drake Meaney
Maura Mullen
Nijad Nashar
Thuy Vi Nguyen
Baylie Slowik
Autumn Spyhalsky
Kevin Stadler
Danielle Wojcik
Ali Zahid

HOCK-ACKLEY
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Nick Cashman
Kathryn Gentz

GERALD AND KATHLEEN
HOOLEY SCHOLARSHIP
FUND

Michael Danilov

James Pufpaff

Zakiya Rhodie

INDEPENDENT HEALTH
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Saoudatou Barry
Farhad Foroutan

Jake Kinley

Allison Kotas

Lena Kuffuor-afriyie

PAUL JONES
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Ajongako Atabong
Lan Chen

Michael Danilov
Richard Leong

GILBERT J. KULICK
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Li Shan Lin

Ali Zahid

LOREN LARWOOD
MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Ammar Ahmed
Kelsey Barrus
Katie Clark
Corian Hess
Allison Kotas
Donald Lu

Quoc Pham

Paul Stage

Andy Tsang
Danielle Wojcik
Shirley Wu

L T T e R T T T T L n )

FRANCIS AND EDWARD
MAYER SCHOLARSHIP
FUND

Zhilei Chen

Nitish Chopra

Babak Kakavand
Terynne Lee

Alana Martin

Wenxin Zhang

WILLIAM MCCOACH
SCHOLARSHIP
Dennis Cai

Zhilei Chen

ROBERT J. AND SHARON
MILLER SCHOLARSHIP
FUND

Kathryn Gentz

CECIL AND VIOLET
NEWTON SCHOLARSHIP
FUND

Mckenna Butler
Nitish Chopra
Mansi Chudgar
Min Chung

Marc Coiro

Sierra D’Ettorre
Chi Wai Fan
Meghan Frankland
Kathryn Gentz
Anthony Gorynski
Malalay Haider
Kaitlin Halligan
Jiawei Huang
Neeraj John
Kamrun Kanika
Katherine Kennedy
Jake Kinley

Lena Kuffuor-afriyie
Alexis Lamson
Benjamin Lee
Sean Lenhard
Richard Leong
Heather Leventhal
Shibei Li

Vince Li

Yuan Li

Anthony Liang
Jintao Lin

Li Shan Lin

Elison Louis
Roksolana Lypska
Anna Mattle

Chu Mei

Angelly Joy Miane
Frances Murray
Nijad Nashar
Destiny Osborne
Quoc Pham

Laurie Plewinski
Keesha Predestin
Samantha Pucci
Edward Pudim
James Pufpaff
Yonghua Qin
Habibur Rahman

-0
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Shery Seliman
Dhvani Shah
Randall Shearer
Colleen Shum
Christopher Singh
Briana Szpilka
Jerrica Tang
Yuting Tian
Andy Tsang
Andy Tse

Denis Vanini
Kira Voyer
Evelyn Wang
Jonathan Wang
Katy Wang
Fiona Wu

Jing Xu

Alex Yu
Christine Zemanek
Alice Zheng

Xin Ying Zheng

O’DONNELL FAMILY
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
McKenna Butler

HENRY A. PANASCI
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Olivia Denny

Esther Esadah
Farhad Foroutan
Jared Gilbert

Elison Louis

Frances Murray

ROBERT AND KAREN
POMPI SCHOLARSHIP
FUND

Anna Augostini

RITE AID PHARMACY
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mansi Chudgar
Meghan Frankland

MARKJ. SINNETT
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Andy Tse

SALVATORE AND MARIA
TORRE SCHOLARSHIP
FUND

Vince Li

Laurie Plewinski

Dhvani Shah

UB SCHOOL OF
PHARMACY AND
PHARMACEUTICAL
SCIENCES GOLF
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Lan Chen

Alex Yu

UB SCHOOL OF
PHARMACY AND
PHARMACEUTICAL
SCIENCES SCHOLARSHIP
FUND

Benjamin Lee

Samantha Pucci

O == = e e m e mmmm e e e O

UB SCHOOL OF
PHARMACY AND
PHARMACEUTICAL
SCIENCES SCHOLARSHIP
FUND FOR CENTRAL NY
STUDENTS

Christine Zemanek

WALGREENS
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Beauty Kolade

Vitor Mourao

WOMEN’S CLUB
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Ajongako Atabong
Terynne Lee

Shally Lin

Angelly Joy Miane
Yuting Tian

PHOENIX YU
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Saoudatou Barry
Saveliy Buryanenko
Dennis Cai
Jianfa Chen
Sierra D’Eftorre
Jacob Dumbleton
Jared Gilbert
Jiajie Guan
Malalay Haider
Brian Ho

Sydny Hoffman
Jiawei Huang
Babak Kakavand
Kamrun Kanika
Allison Kotas
Sean Lenhard
Fei Li

Yuan Li

Anthony Liang
Angel Liu

Donald Lu

Alana Martin
Thomas Nguyen
Stefani Papazaharias
Serhiy Pomayda
Keesha Predestin
Edward Pudim
Asifur Rahman
David Sharogradsky
Randall Shearer
Colleen Shum
Jasdip Singh
Navaldeep Singh
Briana Szpilka
Jerrica Tang
Denis Vanini

Hao Wang
Jonathan Wang
Katy Wang
Jiachen Xu

Jing Xu
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	2021 Commencement 
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	The University at Buffalo School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences held its 2021 Commencement Ceremony on Saturday, May 15. The outdoor, limited capacity event took place on the North Campus. 
	Dean Emeritus James M. O’Donnell, PhD, was recognized for his almost eight years of leadership by UB President Satish K. Tripathi. 
	C.K. “David” Chu, PhD ’75, received a 2021 State University of New York Honorary Doctorate of Science for his seminal work in antiviral and anticancer drug discovery and, with his wife Jane Chu, for his generous support of pharmacy research and education. 
	“I couldn’t imagine going through the past four years with anyone else. Now it’s time to tackle life as a pharmacist and work toward creating a better world for everyone.” 
	– Brenna Gelen, President, PharmD Class of 2021 
	The University at Buffalo also recognized the Class of 2020 with a belated in-person Commencement Ceremony on Friday, Oct. 1. The event was held in conjunction with UB’s 2021 Homecoming Weekend. 
	Below, Dean Emeritus James O’Donnell, PhD, welcomes the graduating classes. 
	Figure
	L-R: University at Buffalo President Satish K. Tripathi; C.K. “David” Chu, PhD ’75; and Eunice A. Lewin, SUNY Board of Trustees 
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	BS graduating students 
	Figure
	PharmD graduating students 

	Figure
	Brenna Gelen, PharmD Class of 2021 president 
	DEGREES CONFERRED 
	DEGREES CONFERRED 
	Doctor of Pharmacy degrees conferred 
	118 

	Bachelor of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences degrees conferred 
	Bachelor of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences degrees conferred 
	Bachelor of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences degrees conferred 
	12 


	Master of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences degrees conferred 
	Master of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences degrees conferred 
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	Doctor of Philosophy in Pharmaceutical Sciences degrees conferred 
	Doctor of Philosophy in Pharmaceutical Sciences degrees conferred 
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	2021 Awards Ceremony: A Celebration of Excellence 
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	BY KARA SWEET 
	Our 2021 Awards Ceremony was a virtual opportunity to recognize the hard work and dedication of many of our alumni, preceptors, faculty, staff and students. 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY MEMORIAL AWARD 
	Gayle Brazeau, PhD ’89 

	Gayle Brazeau’s career has spanned more than 35 years in pharmacy education at the University of New England, University of Houston, the University of Florida, the University at Buffalo, and most recently as dean of the Marshall University School of Pharmacy in West Virginia. 
	awards, including the 2020 American 
	She is the recipient of numerous academic and professional 
	Association of Colleges of Pharmacy’s Robert K. Chalmers Distinguished Pharmacy Educator Award. She has been the editor of the American Journal of Pharmaceutical Education since 2014, and serves on the editorial boards of Pharmaceutical Development and Technology, PharmSciTech, American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists Journal, National Center for Case Study Teaching in Science, and the Journal of Healthcare Leadership-Honorary Editorial Board. 
	ORVILLE C. BAXTER MEMORIAL PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE AWARD 
	Martin Burruano, BS ’86 

	Figure
	Martin Burruano has been employed at Independent Health Association in Buffalo for 20 years and currently serves as vice president of pharmacy services. He is a frequent guest lecturer for the UB Department of Pharmacy Practice on topics related to pharmacy management and managed care. He has also been a dedicated Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experiences (APPE) preceptor for the school for nearly 20 years. 
	JULIE KOPFER MEMORIAL STAFF MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
	Jaime Maerten-Rivera 

	Figure
	Jaime Maerten-Rivera, PhD, director of assessment and outcomes, received extensive praise from SPPS faculty and staff for her dedication and hard work: 
	“Jaime is always pleasant to work with and brings her best effort to everything she does, and always follows through, putting in whatever effort is necessary to get the best results for the school.” “Jaime has been pivotal in key curriculum and assessment areas.” “Where would we be without Jaime?” 
	DANIEL H. MURRAY MEMORIAL PROFESSIONAL 
	DANIEL H. MURRAY MEMORIAL PROFESSIONAL 
	DEVELOPMENT AWARD 

	Kira Voyer, PharmD ’21 
	Figure
	Kira Voyer was recognized for her academic ambition, service activities and leadership. A 2020 Walmart Scholar recipient, she completed the Clinical Research Program under the mentorship of Raymond Cha, PharmD ’99, clinical associate professor, pharmacy practice. “Kira represents one of those rare grads with exceptional professional competencies and a passion for excellence,” Cha says. “She is a leader by example and an admirable professional with a balance of humility and confidence.” 
	John Pieper, PharmD ’79, 2020 Willis G. Gregory Memorial Award recipient; and Andrew DiLuca, BS ’81 2020 Orville C. Baxter Memorial Professional Practice Award recipient, 
	were also recognized at our 2021 Virtual Awards Ceremony. 

	2021 PRECEPTOR AWARDS 
	2021 PRECEPTOR AWARDS 

	IPPE Outstanding Contribution Award 
	IPPE Outstanding Contribution Award 
	BS ’97, PharmD ’00 
	Raymond Cha, 

	Professional Practice Elective Preceptor of the Year 
	Frank Pietrantoni, 
	PharmD ’03 

	J. Fred Bennes Outpatient Care Preceptor of the Year 
	J. Fred Bennes Outpatient Care Preceptor of the Year 
	Ken Sternfeld 

	Inpatient Care Preceptor of the Year 

	Deanna Argentieri 
	Pharmacy Practice Faculty Preceptor of the Year 
	Ashley Woodruff, 9 
	PharmD ’0


	2021 White Coat Ceremony 
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	Thursday, August 26, 2021  |  Slee Hall, UB North Campus 
	Our annual White Coat Ceremony is a symbolic entrance into the profession of pharmacy, starting students on the path to providing compassionate patient care. Our 2021 event, in person after a brief hiatus, welcomed 88 first-year PharmD students to the UB family. 
	Figure
	Figure
	2021 Orientation 
	Reference
	Link
	Figure


	PharmD Class of 2025 and pharmaceutical sciences BS students also attended a variety of orientation programs to learn about school policies, spend time with representatives of student organizations, and meet with faculty and staff to help support their journey. 
	Figure
	Pharmaceutical Sciences students’ annual orientation photo 
	“There is no better time to be entering the profession of pharmacy, or the sciences that compose pharmacy, than right now.” – Gary M. Pollack, PhD ’84, Dean 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Family and friends of PharmD students at the 2021 White Coat Ceremony 
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	A Legacy of Leadership 
	A Legacy of Leadership 
	James O’Donnell 

	BY KARA SWEET 
	In August 2021, James M. O’Donnell, PhD, stepped down as dean of the School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences, capping eight years of leadership. His impact and legacy have left a lasting mark on our school. 

	Figure
	Health science deans at Dean O’Donnell’s farewell reception. 
	During his tenure as dean, he has overseen many significant initiatives: 
	U.S. News & World Report national ranking increased from 22 to 14, and first-place ranking status in New York State maintained 
	Rankings: 

	New Programs: 
	- 
	- 
	- 
	Launch of a master’s degree in pharmacometrics and personalized pharmacotherapy, and a one-of-its-kind master’s degree in clinical and translational therapeutics 

	-
	-
	 Creation of numerous micro-credential programs 


	Establishment of two endowed chairs Development and support of a nationally recognized interprofessional education program 
	Endowed Chairs: 
	Award Winning IPE: 

	Appointment of two SUNY Distinguished Professors and one UB Distinguished Professor 
	Faculty Leadership: 

	Collaborations formed with SUNY community colleges and other universities 
	Partnerships: 

	Attracted world-class faculty, with the support from strategic initiatives such as the SUNY Empire Innovation Program and UB Disciplinary Excellence initiative 
	Strategic Initiatives: 

	O’Donnell will remain a member of the SPPS family as a faculty member and professor of pharmaceutical sciences, and pharmacology and toxicology. 
	Figure
	Annual Pharmacy Summer Institute draws record number of students 
	BY KARA SWEET 
	More than 600 high school and college students from around the world had a unique opportunity to explore and better understand what it means to be a pharmacist. The occasion was the sixth annual UB Pharmacy Summer Institute for High School and College Students. 
	Figure
	The multiday, virtual program provided students with a broad scope of learning experiences, including interactive polls and patient care scenarios, a career panel, and lectures by UB pharmacy faculty and Buffalo-area alumni. Topics ranged from vaccinations to medical marijuana and covered the many diverse and dynamic career opportunities a pharmacy degree can provide. 
	“We were thrilled to bring so many talented high school and college students with an interest in health care to our virtual event to explore the many exciting opportunities available to future pharmacists and pharmaceutical scientists,” says Jennifer Rosenberg, PhD, associate dean of admissions and advisement. 
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	Welcome Back: 2021 Alumni Reunion 
	Reference
	Link
	Figure


	The classes of 1960, 1970, 1971, 1980, 1981, 1990, 1991, 1995, 2005, 2006 and 2011 were warmly welcomed back to campus to celebrate their reunion with highly anticipated in-person events. The weekend kicked off with guided tours of the Pharmacy Building and UB’s South Campus, followed by UB’s Homecoming football game. The festivities concluded with a cocktail reception. Thank you to all who attended and to our class representatives for making the weekend a success! 
	CLASS OF 1971 
	CLASS OF 1981 
	MEMBERS OF THE CLASSES OF 1990 AND 1991 
	CLASS OF 1980 
	CLASS OF 1995 
	CLASS OF 1970 (NOT PICTURED: DANIEL GOUPIL) 
	MEMBERS OF THE CLASSES OF 2005, 2006 AND 2011 
	FEATURE Clinical and Translational Sciences The Discovery Bridge to Improving Patient Care Through Leadership, Scholarship and Clinical Outcomes BY DEVON DAMS-O’CONNOR 
	The journey from research finding to real-world use in health care settings is a long one, with many stops, decisions and discoveries along the way. 
	Figure
	The University at Buffalo Clinical and Translational Science Institute (CTSI) serves as a roadmap guiding researchers toward their destination: to see their work positively affect the lives of physicians and the patients they treat. 
	he CTSI moves basic scientific discoveries from the laboratory to clinical trials, and from clinical trials into general practice. Its vision is not only for CTSI to improve health care delivery through advanced treatments and improved protocols, but to do so in a way that reduces health disparities in the community. UB’s CTSI provides comprehensive resources and support for research projects that make medical progress possible, including informatics, imaging, laboratory facilities, BERD (Biostatistics, Epi
	T

	Pharmacy Leadership 
	This is where the UB School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences (SPPS) comes in. The Drug Development Core at the CTSI provides a centralized resource for preclinical pharmacology, pharmacokinetic-pharmacodynamics and early phase clinical trial design, conduct and management. 
	“The fields of pharmacy and the pharmaceutical sciences are by their very nature some of the most interdisciplinary fields in the life sciences,” says Gary Pollack, PhD ’84, dean of the pharmacy school. “This impact is continually evidenced by the UB School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences faculty who contribute to the significant research and clinical accomplishments of the CTSI through 
	“The fields of pharmacy and the pharmaceutical sciences are by their very nature some of the most interdisciplinary fields in the life sciences,” says Gary Pollack, PhD ’84, dean of the pharmacy school. “This impact is continually evidenced by the UB School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences faculty who contribute to the significant research and clinical accomplishments of the CTSI through 
	a wide array of partnerships, oversight and engagement.” 

	CTSI’s Drug Development Core is led by Gene D. Morse, PharmD, FCCP, BCPS, SUNY Distinguished Professor. Morse also serves on the CTSI Steering Committee, where his responsibilities include reviewing progress of cores toward short-term and long-term goals, improving collaboration among cores, reviewing and responding to Evaluation Team reports, and advising CTSI leadership on the needs of Buffalo Translational Consortium investigators. 
	Morse and his colleagues bring together the expertise of the University at Buffalo and Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center to provide resources, including training, in preclinical and early clinical development for novel compounds for investigators. These resources help develop discoveries—in molecules, tissues and cells—into vaccines, drugs and devices that can be studied first in clinical trial delivery, and then be disseminated more widely in population studies. 
	Scholarship Supporting Clinical Outcomes 
	A major component of CTSI is to provide funding for a variety of research projects. These dollars allow investigators to pursue focused courses of study within CTSI’s support network. Since 2010, SPPS faculty have been awarded 12 CTSI Translational Pilot 
	A major component of CTSI is to provide funding for a variety of research projects. These dollars allow investigators to pursue focused courses of study within CTSI’s support network. Since 2010, SPPS faculty have been awarded 12 CTSI Translational Pilot 
	Study awards. Along with support from the National Institutes of Health, the university and the health sciences schools, these awards provide seed money to advance new technologies and therapeutics from conceptual stage to clinical trials. Joseph Balthasar, PhD, professor of pharmaceutical sciences and executive director of University Research Initiatives, is a member of the CTSI Translational Pilot Studies Team, which helps foster cross-disciplinary collaborations and mentoring relationships among pilot st

	Recent CTSI Translational Pilot Study projects include looking at repurposing tamoxifen for triple negative breast cancer (a collaboration between SPPS and Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center researchers), and a study examining the feasibility of a community health worker program embedded in Western New York community pharmacies to address social determinants of health (a collaboration between SPPS and the UB School of Public Health and Health Professions). 
	UB Pharmacy K Scholars 
	A second series of career development awards—the CTSI K Scholar Program— provides research mentoring, funding, and career and professional development to outstanding junior faculty and senior fellows who are transitioning to independent faculty positions. Scholars’ research centers on new treatments for diseases and innovative methods to mitigate and eliminate health disparities. 
	Jason Sprowl, PhD, assistant professor, Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, is a 2020 K Scholar. His work involves studying the 
	Jason Sprowl, PhD, assistant professor, Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, is a 2020 K Scholar. His work involves studying the 
	role of transporter proteins in regulating drug or nutrient uptake and accumulation in cancer treatment, making sure drugs attack cancer cells without causing long-term toxicity and damaging other healthy tissues. Sprowl’s interest in this topic was sparked by his time as a postdoc at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, where he saw firsthand how cancer drugs could cause hearing loss in his tiniest patients. 

	“What we’re doing with these transporters 
	Figure
	“With cancer survivor rates going up, I’d like to participate in improving the long-term quality of life for patients.” 
	– Jason Sprowl, PhD 
	While Sprowl’s current area of focus is reducing lasting side effects from chemotherapy drugs, the findings from this research program have the potential to be applied more widely to reduce similar tissue damage from other drugs, like antibiotics, in the future. So far, Sprowl’s current study is showing promise, which will allow him to generate high-impact data to qualify his 
	While Sprowl’s current area of focus is reducing lasting side effects from chemotherapy drugs, the findings from this research program have the potential to be applied more widely to reduce similar tissue damage from other drugs, like antibiotics, in the future. So far, Sprowl’s current study is showing promise, which will allow him to generate high-impact data to qualify his 
	team for future funding. 

	David Jacobs, PharmD, PhD, assistant professor, Department of Pharmacy Practice, was a 2018 K Scholar whose work under that program established the groundwork for future research and funding. 
	In 2021, Jacobs received a $962,000 award from the NIH’s National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI) to develop a real-time, readmission risk-prediction algorithm to lower hospital readmission rates for patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). The five-year NHLBI Mentored Patient-Oriented Research Career Development Award will contribute to Jacobs’ efforts toward helping clinicians provide individualized treatment for COPD patients during the transition from hospital to home. 
	“In the K Scholar program, I was able to work with strong collaborators in : Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences and the School of Public Health and Health Professions,” Jacobs says. “But it’s not just the research that put me in a strong position to obtain additional funding, but it was also the mentorship, guidance, support and the time to do this work. That’s what’s pivotal.” 
	social findings to formulate a comprehensive predictive model. 
	“We’ll take that information and develop a pilot study to target patients at high risk of hospital readmission and change aspects of their care to prevent it,” he says. 
	“...it’s not just the research that put me in a strong position to obtain additional funding, but it was also the mentorship, guidance, support and the time to do this work. That’s what’s pivotal.” 
	– David Jacobs, PharmD, PhD 
	While this study focuses on COPD, a chronic condition that requires multiple medications and specialists to treat it, Jacob’s hope is to ultimately expand the risk-prediction algorithm and intervention to help patients with other complex medical needs prevent repeat visits to the hospital. 
	“Our goal of research is to improve patient care and reduce costs,” says Jacobs. “In the implementation science part of my work, we look at how a solution translates between practitioners and between facilities. 
	Figure
	This predictive modeling helps streamline variables so health services interventions can target the patients with higher risk. We’re looking at what a pharmacist can do within the processes involved, and then integrating that big data arm as well.” 
	COVER STORY WELCOME 
	TO A NEW DEAN 
	Gary Pollack, PhD ’84, returns to lead his alma mater 
	BY DEVON DAMS O’CONNOR 
	In August, the UB School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences welcomed Gary Pollack, PhD ’84, to his appointment as the 12th dean. Humble, personable and collaborative, Pollack brings the familiarity of an alumnus and the acumen of a proven leader to help advance the school’s academic mission and national standing. 
	ollack holds a PhD in pharmaceutics from the University at Buffalo and a bachelor’s degree in chemistry/ psychology from Knox College. He returns to UB from the University of Toledo, where he served as dean and professor in the College of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences. Before that, he served as dean of the College of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences at Washington State University (WSU) for nearly 
	P

	a decade. Prior to WSU, Pollack was executive associate dean of the School of Pharmacy and chair and professor in the pharmaceutical sciences division at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
	A fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and the American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, Pollack has focused his research on how drugs and toxicants affect the central 
	A fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and the American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, Pollack has focused his research on how drugs and toxicants affect the central 
	nervous system. He also has made significant contributions to the understanding of opioid tolerance. A prolific author, he has published more than 150 refereed journal articles. Pollack serves on the Editorial Advisory Board of the Journal of Experimental Pharmacology and was formerly associate editor of the Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences. 

	The quest for a new dean was a collaborative one from the start, with a specially assembled search committee seeking input from faculty, alumni and partners to outline the desired qualities sought in the person taking this leadership position. The resulting list of requirements outlined what key constituents felt were the necessary 
	Artifact
	Pollack as a PhD student 
	qualifications to head the school. 
	“One thing that rose to the top was his understanding of education, research and pharmacy practice,” says William Prescott, Jr., chair and clinical professor, pharmacy practice, and a member of the search committee. “It has been some time since we have had a dean enter with this level of experience in pharmacy academia and understanding of the profession. Another thing that stood out was his strong leaderships skills. It’s one thing to be a strong researcher, clinician or teacher, and it’s another thing to 
	Setting His Sights on a Top 10 Spot 
	Pollack sees two big opportunities for his team to begin working on immediately—one that involves the institution itself, and the other, the professionals it produces. The first, near-term goal is to reengage the national academic pharmacy community in the concept that UB is not only a great school of pharmacy, but one of a few of truly historical importance. Over the past 100 years, UB has had a profound influence at the interface of the pharmaceutical sciences and pharmacy practice, optimizing clinical pa
	Figure
	“The other challenge is continuing to modernize the approach we take to educating health care practitioners,” says Pollack “There’s room for our schools to stake out leadership in how we engage students in the classroom and laboratories, how we evaluate how they’re doing, and how we prepare a health care workforce to tackle the disparity in access and outcomes of the care that’s provided.” 
	Longer term, he’s aiming to elevate the school’s national standings. Currently, UB’s School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences is ranked 14th in the country, which Pollack feels undervalues the true significance of the school. He has his sights set on a top 10 spot—and preferably top five—within the next decade. 
	“The leadership positions I’ve been fortunate to hold are really service positions. We serve so many different communities—students, staff, faculty, the university, external partners, alumni, the surrounding community. I believe it’s important for deans to remember that service part.” 
	“The leadership positions I’ve been fortunate to hold are really service positions. We serve so many different communities—students, staff, faculty, the university, external partners, alumni, the surrounding community. I believe it’s important for deans to remember that service part.” 

	All these goals are achievable under Pollack’s leadership, says Marilyn Morris, PhD, SUNY Distinguished Professor and chair, pharmaceutical sciences. She was a member of the search committee and is also Pollack’s former classmate. 
	“He understands the culture in the school, what we’re looking for as a research-intensive school and is someone who will support those activities,” says Morris. “He also understands where pharmacy is at this time, and the need to enhance enrollment, increase interactions with alumni, and really foster a diverse and inclusive community within the school.” 
	While Pollack’s goals are bold and proudly stated, his approach is humble. It’s centered on the notion that leadership can only be effective if it keeps the best interests of the community at heart and holds steadfast to a shared belief in the mission everyone is trying to accomplish together. 
	“The leadership positions I’ve been fortunate to hold are really service positions,” explains Pollack. “We serve so many different communities—students, staff, faculty, the university, external partners, alumni, the surrounding community. I believe it’s important for deans to remember that service part.” 
	Pollack’s appointment is a homecoming. As a UB alumnus and the husband of a Western New York native, a return to Buffalo was both a professional and a personal goal. 
	“Ever since I left here when I finished my graduate degree, I’ve had in the back of my mind that I’d like to circle back,” Pollack says. “As I advanced though my career, the sense that coming back here would be the good and right thing to do got increasingly strong. When this position came open, I felt like I was at an ideal time to come back.” 
	Pollack’s return to lead the school where his notable career began isn’t just a personal benefit; his perspective will be a boon to beckon new talent to Buffalo, too. 
	“When you have someone in a leadership role who is invested in the community and the university and really loves the area, it creates a different level of commitment,” says Prescott. “It will really help us when it comes to promoting the area and the university to the new leaders and faculty we’re trying to recruit.” 
	INNOVATIONS 
	Improving Pediatric Drug Dosing 
	Open-source mathematical equation simulates dosing impact by age, weight, gender 
	BY MARCENE ROBINSON 
	when prescribing medicine to children, doctors often rely on guidelines that simply scale down the dosage that adults receive. This imprecise and common practice fails to capture the nuances of childhood, which include rapid growth spurts. 
	To improve upon this method, researchers from the School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences (SPPS) developed, a single, open-source mathematical equation that compares the physiological relationships between age with organ weight and organ blood flow rate, both critical factors for drug absorption and clearance that change as organs quickly mature during childhood. The equation, recently published in the Journal of the American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, will allow researchers and clinic
	To improve upon this method, researchers from the School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences (SPPS) developed, a single, open-source mathematical equation that compares the physiological relationships between age with organ weight and organ blood flow rate, both critical factors for drug absorption and clearance that change as organs quickly mature during childhood. The equation, recently published in the Journal of the American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, will allow researchers and clinic
	to better simulate the impact of drug dosage on children by age, weight and sex, as well as develop updated pediatric pharmacokinetic models. 

	“Children are not little adults. This widely used statement captures the complexity of changes in human physiology during development, which needs to be accounted for while determining drug doses for pediatric patients,” says lead investigator Dhaval Shah, PhD, associate professor of pharmaceutical sciences. 
	“Adult-to-pediatric dose scaling through body weight, surface area or size is popular; however, all these scaling strategies often fail to achieve optimal concentrations of drugs across the entire pediatric age range,” he says. “Also, the safety and effectiveness of many drugs on the market are understudied 
	“Adult-to-pediatric dose scaling through body weight, surface area or size is popular; however, all these scaling strategies often fail to achieve optimal concentrations of drugs across the entire pediatric age range,” he says. “Also, the safety and effectiveness of many drugs on the market are understudied 
	in children due to restrictions on their inclusion in clinical trials. Consequently, off-label drug usage is the unfortunate norm in pediatrics.” 

	Additional SPPS investigators include Hsuan Ping Chang, first author and doctoral candidate; Se Jin Kim, doctoral candidate; and Di Wu, PhD, research fellow, along with Kushal Shah, PhD, scientist at Vertex Pharmaceuticals. 
	“Adult-to-pediatric dose scaling... often fail[s] to achieve optimal concentrations of drugs across the entire pediatric age range.” 
	Attempts to develop pediatric pharmacokinetic models have been made in the past, but the models either reference outdated information; are not freely available to the public; or require the use of a different equation for each variable, making its application cumbersome, according to Shah. 
	The researchers examined the most recent data available from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, World Health Organization and more than 50 research studies that measured organ weight and organ blood flow rate throughout childhood. 
	Using the data, they developed a single equation that could be modified to calculate the relationship between organ weight and age for male or female infants from birth to 2 years old, and male or female youths between 2-20 years old. The equation could also be adjusted to estimate the relationship between organ blood flow rate and age for male or female children from birth to 20 years old. 
	Children younger than 2 years old were separated in the equation due to the first two years of life being a period of rapid development, where body fat and brain size increase quickly, and kidney weight falls by 25%. The formula was also divided by sex to account for higher organ weights in males and higher body fat in females. The analysis found that organ blood flow rates did not change rapidly during childhood. 
	UB Launches MS in Clinical and Translational Therapeutics 
	First pharmacy school-based program of its kind in U.S. 
	BY KARA SWEET 
	he only pharmacy school-based program of its kind in the country, the MS in Clinical and Translational Therapeutics offers PharmD, undergraduate and health care professional students a unique opportunity to be involved in research and training to combat disease. 
	T

	The study of clinical and translational therapeutics bridges scientific discoveries with the treatment of disease. It is a field of research in which the National Institutes of Health has noted a recent critical decline of adequately trained scientists. 
	Artifact

	The new MS in Clinical and Translational Therapeutics degree program aims to develop a pipeline of health care research leaders highly trained in therapeutic individualization and patient care optimization. 
	The completion of this MS, combined with the PharmD or other health professional degree, will give graduates a remarkable advantage when applying for residencies, fellowships or employment in clinical pharmacy or industry. 
	The program offers five therapeutic areas of concentration for students to choose from: • clinical trials, 
	• pharmacotherapy, 
	• pharmacotherapy, 
	• translational pharmacology, 

	• experimental therapeutics and 
	• pharmaceutical outcomes. 
	These tracks combine rotations with a pragmatic focus on research to create a highly individualized experience. 
	“UB has world-leading graduate training programs in pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics in the pharmaceutical sciences, and an extremely innovative PharmD curriculum,” Tsuji says. “Our MS in Clinical and Translational Therapeutics truly stands on the shoulders of giants.” 
	Figure
	“There are currently no pharmacy school-based programs in the U.S. in the clinical and translational sciences that are specifically focused on treatment,” says Brian Tsuji, PharmD program director and associate dean for clinical and translational sciences. “This makes our program highly innovative in its blending of the clinical sciences with research rigor and therapeutic application.” 
	A Journey to Discovering Pharmacy: Beauty Kolade, PharmD Class of 2024 
	Her roots in Nigeria branch off to U.S. and Buffalo 
	BY REBECCA BRIERLEY 
	In her homeland of Nigeria, Beauty Kolade, PharmD ’24, and her family experienced firsthand the impact of limited access to health care and pharmacy services. “My siblings and I experienced childhood diseases that in the United States are no longer a threat,” Kolade recalls. 
	“My grandmother became ill and was misdiagnosed which resulted in her receiving inappropriate medications. She later passed away due to this misdiagnosis. I saw firsthand how lack of access to appropriate health care and medication therapy impacts you and those you care about.” These tragic events set Kolade on her path to pharmacy to better understand how drugs really worked in the body. 
	In 2017, due to heightened military upheaval, Kolade and her family fled Nigeria for the United States, giving Kolade the opportunity to safely and securely continue her educational journey at the University at Buffalo School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences. 
	Lehman College 3+4 
	As a freshman at Lehman, she enrolled in chemistry, which provided her with the foundational knowledge to pursue her longstanding interest in biochemistry and how drugs work inside the body. Kolade also discovered a robust internship program in which her she began to apply her intellectual curiosity to real world research and 
	As a freshman at Lehman, she enrolled in chemistry, which provided her with the foundational knowledge to pursue her longstanding interest in biochemistry and how drugs work inside the body. Kolade also discovered a robust internship program in which her she began to apply her intellectual curiosity to real world research and 
	-

	scholarship. Her Lehman internships included: University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio: Assisted with identifying molecularly targeted therapies for triple-negative breast cancer. 

	Los Alamos, New Mexico: Improved methodologies to identify biological compounds that can be used as biological threat agents. 
	UB Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences 
	In August 2020, Kolade began her last year as a Lehman College student and her first year as UB PharmD student in an almost fully remote environment. Completing her BS degree and beginning pharmacy school remotely was not quite what she expected, but Kolade took it all in stride. “The most challenging part about completing college was accepting that my Lehman graduation, and then my first year of pharmacy school, would be conducted online,” she says. “My parents and I were really hoping to have the white co
	Now that classes are once again in person for the 2021-22 academic year, Kolade is glad to finally be on campus and have the opportunity to meet her fellow students and professors. Her goal this year is to join a few student organizations and 
	Figure
	keep focusing on her research interest in computational modeling, and its impact on drug development and new therapeutic approaches. “This year, I hope to establish more professional relationships with professors, and I am happy to finally be at the UB School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences in person, taking classes and being with my classmates.” 
	“My grandmother became ill and was misdiagnosed which resulted in her receiving inappropriate medications. She later passed away due to this misdiagnosis. I saw firsthand how lack of access to appropriate health care and medication therapy impacts you and those you care about.” 
	Artifact
	PharmD Students Impact Policy and the Profession 
	BY KARA SWEET 
	Figure
	currently serves as APhA-ASP regional delegate for Region 1, where she promotes policy and advocacy, and represents student pharmacists in the APhA House of Delegates. 
	Caroline Irwin, PharmD ’23, 

	“I hope to empower student pharmacists to make meaningful changes to the field of pharmacy and aid in the progression of the profession into the future,” Irwin says. 
	Figure
	Meeting. 
	is APhA-ASP regional member-at-large. Her duties include increasing student involvement on a regional and national level, and maintaining communication between chapters for membership, patient care and APhA-ASP/International Pharmaceutical Students Federation activities. She has also facilitated several virtual networking sessions at the Summer Leadership Institute and Annual 
	Victoria Lyle, PharmD ’24, 

	“Being a member of APhA-ASP has allowed me to connect and make friends with student pharmacists across the country,” Lyle says. “I look forward to the opportunities that lie ahead.” 
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	 Immunization 
	Mission:

	BY KARA SWEET 
	Figure
	Artifact
	100+ 
	COVID-19 VACCINATION 
	CLINICS COMPLETED 
	3,800+ 
	COVID-19 VACCINES ADMINISTERED BY UB SPPS STUDENTS 
	Operation Immunization was created in 1997 as a nationwide collaboration between the American Pharmacists Association Academy of Student Pharmacists (APhA-ASP) and the Student National Pharmaceutical Association (SNPhA). 
	Its objective was to increase the public’s knowledge of immunizations, while increasing the number of adults receiving immunizations. Since its launch, nearly 1.5 million adults across the country have received an immunization because of the initiative, and the University at Buffalo School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences has played a key role. 
	Vaccinating the UB Community and Beyond 
	In late 2018, New York State authorized pharmacy interns to administer immunizations. Shortly thereafter, the UB chapter of APhA-ASP, along with support from SNPhA and Lambda Kappa Sigma, began setting up influenza vaccination clinics in the community. They also partnered with UB Student Health Services to conduct flu shot clinics on all three of UB’s campuses. 
	The students work under the supervision of community pharmacists and UB pharmacy school faculty, gaining valuable clinical experience. In addition to administering vaccines, students assist with patient registration, education and counseling, and clinic coordination, all skills necessary for compassionate and comprehensive patient care. 
	-
	-

	A New Challenge 
	Getting COVID-19 vaccines into the arms of Western New Yorkers presented UB pharmacy students and faculty with a whole new set of challenges. 
	“COVID-19 vaccination clinics were unique in their urgency and their scope,” says Christopher Daly, PharmD/MBA ’12, clinical assistant professor. “Our past flu vaccine clinics had, on average, 30 or 40 patients each. Our spring 2021 COVID-19 vaccine clinics saw hundreds of patients.” 
	May Thandar is a third-year PharmD/ MPH student and co-chair of Operation Immunization at SPPS. She worked closely with Daly to recruit student, faculty and alumni volunteers to set up community clinics. Her efforts resulted in UB student pharmacists administering nearly 4,000 COVID-19 
	Figure
	May Thandar, PharmD ’23, prepares COVID-19 vaccines at the Kenmore Community Center in March 2021. (Photo Credit: Don Daly, BS ’79) 
	vaccines at senior and community centers, local pharmacies and across UB’s three campuses. 
	Thandar finds the hands-on work to be vital to her training as a pharmacist and in supporting the school’s mission of improving global health. 
	“The clinics are great opportunities to gain professional experience and demonstrate our efforts fighting the COVID-19 pandemic. As future health care professionals, it is important we play an active role in helping our community,” she says. 
	With more than 100 COVID-19 vaccination clinics completed, UB student pharmacists are just getting started. “Our mission is to assist in ending the pandemic,” Thandar says. “Participation in and coordination of these clinics will ensure this mission is accomplished.” 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	“As future health care professionals, it is important we play an active role in helping our community.” PharmD students and faculty providing COVID-19 vaccines at community clinics across Western New York. 
	Pharmacy and Public Health: Working Together to Optimize Patient Care 
	BY KARA SWEET 
	Health equity and social determinants play critical roles in individual well-being. 
	ssistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice David Jacobs, PharmD ’11, PhD ’18, is leading the school’s public health efforts to optimize patient care in collaboration with PharmD and MPH students, faculty, community pharmacies, and local and national organizations. Their aim is to develop innovative care delivery models that address a patient’s underlying social needs and improve whole person care. It’s a unique combination of pharmacy practice and public health. 
	A

	“We’re integrating pharmacy practice research with many of the major public health challenges that we face today,” Jacobs says. “It’s a focus on practice transformation, collaborative research and engaging key stakeholders from the community to work on significant public health problems.” 
	Jacobs is working closely with Christopher Daly, PharmD/MBA ’12, clinical assistant professor, pharmacy practice, to explore screening and referral programs within community pharmacies, and with particular regard to complex patients who have multiple health and behavioral conditions. “These pharmacies are ideally placed to address social determinants of health, given their strong relationships with their patients and the communities they serve,” Jacobs says. 
	Pharmacists as Patient Advocates 
	Unnecessary hospital readmissions are a major problem, accounting for more than 425,000 readmissions and over $6 billion in hospital costs per year in the U.S. Jacobs, in collaboration with a local medical group and Erin Slazak, PharmD ’04, clinical assistant professor, pharmacy practice, recently completed a clinical trial within primary care practices aimed at reducing hospitalizations and emergency department visits among older adults. 
	“We believe a pharmacist-led intervention cannot only solve the medication-related problems at discharge, but also assist with the communication gaps between patients and health care settings,” Jacobs says. His recent K23 Mentored Patient-Oriented Research Career Development Award from the NIH/ National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute will help him develop a real-time, risk prediction algorithm that combines social information with patient-centric interventions tested in clinical practices. 
	Pharmacists as Public Health Experts 
	Jacobs recognizes that public health and pharmacy go hand-in-hand. “Pharmacy is on the front line in both hospital and community settings working to provide immunizations, optimizing medication use, and managing chronic illness and diseases,” he says. “This has become even more evident during the COVID-19 pandemic. I believe pharmacy’s role in public health will only continue to grow given the profession’s accessibility, training and clinical expertise.” 
	All pharmacists have a responsibility to participate in global, national, state, regional, and institutional efforts to promote public health and to integrate the goals of those initiatives into their practices. 
	—
	—
	—
	 American Society of Health-Systems Pharmacists Statement on the Pharmacist’s Role in Public Health, October 2021 


	Figure
	Straubinger Receives Fulbright Award 
	BY KARA SWEET 
	Robert Straubinger, PhD, a University at Buffalo Distinguished Professor in the Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, has received a highly prestigious Fulbright Scholar Award. 
	Straubinger will spend six months in Ireland at the Patrick G. Johnston Centre for Cancer Research at Queen’s University Belfast (QUB) collaborating with scientists there to develop new leads for clinical trials for pancreatic adenocarcinoma (PDAC), the second leading cause of cancer death. 
	Treatment resistance of PDAC stems largely from the fact that it mutates to adapt and survive with a very limited blood supply, in a low-oxygen, low-nutrient environment. PDAC tumors also produce abundant connective tissue. This combination of low blood supply and a dense tissue barrier enables the cancer cells to survive chemotherapy and spread. Furthermore, the anatomical location of PDAC often makes surgery impossible and radiation too toxic to organs to be effective. 
	Straubinger’s research focuses on both delivery mechanisms to optimize treatment of 
	Straubinger’s research focuses on both delivery mechanisms to optimize treatment of 

	His work draws heavily on predictive mathematical modeling of cancer therapeutics to understand mechanisms involved in tumor progression and responses to therapy, and how to employ novel nanoparticulate drugs and antibody-targeted therapies. 
	-

	“This visit to QUB will provide an opportunity for sustained interaction with colleagues and potential collaborators, during which we will build an expanded sphere of research into novel pancreatic adenocarcinoma treatments,” Straubinger says. 
	-
	-

	Figure
	The Fulbright program, coordinated by the U.S. Department of State, is one of the most widely recognized scholarships in the world. It is devoted to improving intercultural relations, diplomacy and knowledge between the people of the U.S. and other nations through educational exchange. 
	Recognizing Greatness 
	These faculty and staff members are also recognized for awards and distinctions in 2021: 
	Figure
	professor, pharmaceutical sciences, appointed editor, Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences. 
	Sathy Balu-Iyer, PhD, 

	Figure
	associate professor, pharmacy practice, selected as a member of the National Institutes of Health HIV Comorbidities and Clinical Studies Study Section, Center for Scientific Review. 
	Qing Ma, PharmD, PhD, 

	Figure
	 clinical associate professor, pharmacy practice, received a 2021 University at Buffalo Exceptional Scholar Award for Teaching Innovation. 
	Nicholas Fusco, PharmD ’10,

	Figure
	professor and vice chair, pharmaceutical sciences, appointed a fellow of the International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP). 
	Donald Mager, BS ’91, PharmD ’00 and PhD ’02, 

	Figure
	 advanced pharmacy practice experience coordinator, received a 2021 State University of New York Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Professional Service. 
	Kris Jordan,

	Figure
	clinical assistant professor, pharmacy practice, elected chair-elect of the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy (AACP) Self-Care/ Nonprescription Medicine Special Interest Group (SIG). 
	Erin Slazak, PharmD ’04, 

	Figure
	associate professor, pharmaceutical sciences, named a top 2021 reviewer for the Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences. 
	Dhaval Shah, PhD ‘10, 

	Figure
	professor, pharmacy practice, received a 2021 University at Buffalo Exceptional Scholar Sustained Achievement Award. 
	Kathleen Tornatore PharmD, ’81, 

	Blazing a New Path for Underserved Populations 
	Nicholas Smith’s NIH Award will enhance individualized therapeutic care 
	Figure
	Figure
	BY REBECCA BRIERLEY 
	icholas Smith, BS ’15, PharmD ’18, MS ’18 and PhD ’21, assistant professor of pharmacy practice, is the recipient of a National Institutes of Health (NIH) Clinical Loan Repayment Program (LRP) Award from the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. Purpose of the award is to decrease health disparities and improve patient outcomes though enhanced therapeutic care in underserved populations. This competitive funding is given to counteract the financial pressure of student loans for clinical inv
	N

	“As a group of clinician-scientists, our objectives are to design, test, then implement patient-specific treatments to optimize patient outcomes.” 
	The collaborative project involved faculty from across the university, as well as from the VA Western New York Health Care System and the University of Southern California. It will build upon Smith’s research using population studies in tandem with bench research to optimize and understand new therapies, and their impact on patient care and outcomes. 
	A Life of Service: 
	Nancy Finch Thompson, BS ’60 
	First female pharmacist, Commissioned Corps of the U.S. Public Health Service 
	BY REBECCA BRIERLEY 
	Nancy Finch Thompson’s life was one of service: to her family, to her community and to the profession of pharmacy. 
	fter graduating from the UB School of Pharmacy in 1960, Thompson began her community and public service journey. She applied to the Commissioned Corps of the United States Public Health Service (PHS), becoming the first female pharmacist in the Corps, where she served from 1960-1968. 
	A

	Figure
	Her service to the Corps covered a variety of positions and opportunities: a two-year assignment to the PHS Hospital in Boston, followed by transfer to the New Orleans PHS hospital and the PHS-supported leprosarium in Carville, La. After an assignment in England, she returned to Washington, D.C., 
	Her service to the Corps covered a variety of positions and opportunities: a two-year assignment to the PHS Hospital in Boston, followed by transfer to the New Orleans PHS hospital and the PHS-supported leprosarium in Carville, La. After an assignment in England, she returned to Washington, D.C., 
	where she served as acting chief pharmacist, PHS Outpatient Clinic. 

	In Washington, she met her husband, Gene, and they were married in 1967. As there wasn’t an opportunity during this time for part-time work, she left the Corps after the birth of her first child, and remained in the D.C. area until her passing on Nov. 21, 2020. 
	“Things were so different in the 1960s,” her husband Gene Thompson recalls. “During the birth of our first child at Walter Reed Medical Center, she was admitted to the ward for wives of enlisted service members, as they did not have hospital rooms for female officers. Nor as a dependent male spouse was I eligible for medical care. It was a different time; Nancy wished there was opportunity to work part time after becoming a mother. But sadly, that was not an option; she cried when she resigned her PHS post.
	After leaving the USPHS, she no longer actively practiced pharmacy and turned her attentions to other forms of service. She became an active member of the National Presbyterian Church, serving as deacon and leading mission trips to Moldova. She and her husband also owned and operated the Adams Inn for many years, and were active D.C. community members. 
	Thompson’s legacy of pioneering female leadership in public health and pharmacy is not to be forgotten. She paved the way for female pharmacists to pursue a life of public health service. They now lead and direct medication therapy to underserved populations, monitor new drugs, conduct groundbreaking research and lead pharmacy care efforts during public health emergencies. 
	“We are forever grateful and indebted to 
	Figure
	Nancy Finch Thompson for her leadership and role in advancing the profession as well as breaking down barriers for women,” says RADM Pamela Schweitzer, PharmD, former assistant surgeon general, 10th chief pharmacist officer, USPHS Commissioned Corp. “There are now 1,300 USPHS Commissioned Corps pharmacy officers—50% of them are women. There was not a path for Nancy, but she left a trail for us to follow.” 
	Her pharmacy impact also includes a strong University at Buffalo legacy: Grandfather Ralph Stowell ’15, father George Finch ’28, uncle Richard Stowell ’39, brother-in-law Peter Goliber ’63 and cousins, James Buckley ’53 and John Rodgers ’83, were all graduates of the UB School of Pharmacy. Her place as 
	“During the birth of our first child at Walter Reed Medical Center, she was admitted to the ward for wives of enlisted service members, as they did not have hospital rooms for female officers.” 
	a trailblazing female graduate is one not forgotten. 
	“The University at Buffalo pharmacy program has a strong legacy of women in leadership,” says James O’Donnell, PhD, dean emeritus. “To have Mrs. Thompson carry on that legacy into the ranks of the Commissioned Corps of the United State Public Health Service is a great achievement and one of which we are immensely proud.” 
	A Healthy Dose of Travel BY KARA SWEET 
	A white coat over a shimmering sarong. An article on elder care for Forbes written oceanside. Patient medication safety videos on TikTok. 
	A white coat over a shimmering sarong. An article on elder care for Forbes written oceanside. Patient medication safety videos on TikTok. 
	t’s just another day in the life of 2019 PharmD grad Nabila Ismail, whose motto is to “maximize life beyond the 9 to 5.” Ismail began traveling the world her freshman year of college, taking every opportunity she could to explore. 
	I

	“I learned so much about myself,” she says. “Then when I went to Africa for one of my APPE rotations, I stayed there afterward to backpack around the continent. It changed the way I lived.” 
	Ismail documented her journeys on a blog and her Instagram profile, “Dose of Travel,” a charming combination of pharmacist insight and tourist tips. The more she traveled, the more popular she became, eventually boasting upwards of 12,000 followers. 
	After graduating in 2019, Ismail moved to Los Angeles, where she worked as a retail pharmacist. She continued to travel every chance she could and expanded her portfolio to include TikTok (where she now has over 14,000 followers) and her “Dose of Travel” podcast. 
	Ismail soon realized her passion for creating and communicating was a path she needed to pursue. “I was looking for a nontraditional career to utilize my skills and knowledge from pharmacy school,” she says. The company GoodRX caught her eye—she now works as an engagement marketing manager on their Healthcare Professionals Marketing team and hosts the GoodPharmacists Podcast. She is also a contributing writer for Forbes and has been featured in Trip Advisor and Parade, where she offers both health and trave
	Ismail was recently named by Trip Advisor as one of eight Asian American influencers to follow, and says she is humbled by the honor. 
	Notwithstanding her whirlwind success, her goals have remained unchanged. “I want to make a positive impact in the world and live a happy, fulfilled life,” she says. 

	“[W]hen when I went to Africa for one of my APPE rotations, I stayed there afterward to backpack around the continent. It changed the way I lived.” 
	Figure
	Figure
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	ALUMNI ABSTRACTS 
	The Golden Age of Western New York Pharmacy 
	BY KARA SWEET 
	The 1950s are considered by many to be the golden age of pharmacy. Science and research flourished, leading to the development of new drugs, better antibiotics and critical vaccines. 
	In Western New York, pharmacy school graduates were opening pharmacies and creating a newfound sense of community. Through their leadership, the local landscape of pharmacy practice changed for all who came afterward. 
	In 2021, we lost three of these renowned local leaders, but their legacy lives on through those they guided and mentored. 
	BS ’56 (1934-2021) 
	James Coppola 

	James Coppola was the quintessential businessman with a health care focus. After graduating from UB in 1956, he opened Getzville Pharmacy in 1965 and served as treasurer for the Getzville Businessmen’s Association. 
	Coppola was a founding member of the Pharmacists’ Association of Western New York (PAWNY), where he served two terms as president in the 1980s. He was also a founding member of the Amherst North Rotary as well as the Erie-Niagara Corporation, which eventually became part of Independent Health Association. Coppola was recognized for his civic leadership with PAWNY’s 1987 Pharmacist of the Year Award and the prestigious National 
	Bowl of Hygeia Award in 2004. 
	Although Coppola was esteemed in the community as an executive, he is remembered by local pharmacists as a treasured mentor. 
	“[Jim’s] friendship and mentorship led me to get involved in leadership capacities with pharmacy professional organizations, which also proved valuable in the advancement of my career goals,” says Martin Burruano, BS ’86, vice president of pharmacy services at Independent Health Corporation. “His selfless dedication to our profession had a profound impact on me.” 
	Figure
	“His selfless dedication to our profession had a profound impact on me.” 
	BS ’52 (1926-2021) 
	Milner Forster 

	Figure
	Milner Forster’s passion for pharmacy was just as strong as his love of conversation, family and community. He opened Forster’s Pharmacy in Blasdell, N.Y., in 1959, and remained owner for more than 25 years. “He taught me that pharmacy is for the people, with the people,” says his grandson Christopher Daly, PharmD/MBA ’12, clinical assistant professor, pharmacy practice. He was an active and engaged member of the Pharmacists Association of Western New York and the Pharmacists Society of the State of New Yor
	“He taught me that pharmacy is for the people, with the people.” 
	“He taught me that pharmacy is for the people, with the people.” 

	“He was very personable and a kind, generous person,” says Lynn Daly. “He enjoyed making everybody laugh.” 
	Figure
	 BS ’57 (1936–2021) 
	Bruce Moden

	Bruce Moden was a devoted family man, businessman and independent pharmacy advocate. He first opened Moden’s Pharmacy in Lancaster, N.Y., in 1969. Later, as president and CEO of Moden-Giroux, Inc., he co-owned four other local pharmacies, as well as a surgical supply company. 
	Figure

	He served as president of both the Pharmacists Society of the State of New York and the Erie County Pharmaceutical Association (later PAWNY); he held meetings for the latter in his living room. 
	“He was revered by the community,” 
	“Bruce was a mentor for me,” says Stephen Giroux, BS ’81, Moden’s longtime business partner and friend. “First as a pharmacist exemplifying leadership in associations, then as a business partner, taking a chance on a young kid just out of school. He was one of the hardest working pharmacists I’ve ever met.” 
	His daughter, Linda Moden Andrews, BS ’97, continued the family tradition, co-owning Larwood Pharmacy in East Aurora, N.Y., for more than 15 years. While many of her childhood memories include working in pharmacies with her family (and the distinct “medicine smell” her dad brought home with him), it’s his knowledge and compassion that stands out the most. 
	Figure
	  “He was revered by the community,” she says. “I’ve looked up to him all of my life … which he would probably say was easy because he was 6’7’!” 
	Defining a New Era of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
	Recent graduates carry on the UB legacy 
	BY KARA SWEET 
	The fundamentals of pharmaceutical sciences were pioneered at the University at Buffalo more than half a century ago. Our recent graduates proudly carry on this legacy, as they help shape emerging new frontiers of innovation and discovery. 
	Vanessa Gonzalez-Covarrubias, PhD ’08: 
	Vanessa Gonzalez-Covarrubias leads a team of researchers at the National Institute of Genomic Medicine (INMEGEN) in Mexico in the field of pharmacogenomics. Most of her time is spent in the lab working with molecular and bioinformatic tools, but she also teaches and mentors graduate students through the National Autonomous University of Mexico. 
	Figure
	Gonzalez-Covarrubias is currently investigating the role of the microbiome in the control of blood pressure in aging populations. The results have been fascinating. “We have identified some groups of bacteria more abundant in individuals with a healthy blood pressure, which suggests not only a role for diet and interventions, but also an interplay between bacteria, their metabolites, antihypertensive pharmacokinetics and blood pressure,” she says. 
	She attributes her love of research to the “demanding and competitive” pharmaceutical sciences PhD program at UB and her mentor, Javier Blanco, PhD, Clin.Bio, professor, pharmaceutical sciences. 
	“Vanessa’s collaborative research endeavors have real translational value,” says Blanco. “They are likely to impact the utilization of pharmacogenetic testing in Mexico.” 
	Gonzalez- Covarrubias plans to continue her research of the genetic determinants of drug action and safety. 
	-
	Reducing inequities in health care delivery through translational research 
	Erik Hefti, PharmD/MS ’14, PhD ’17: 

	Erik Hefti is executive director and assistant professor of pharmaceutical sciences at Harrisburg University. He is also part of a collaborative faculty group that is formulating a Pennsylvania State of Health Improvement Plan to reduce inequities in health care delivery and access. 
	Figure
	Beyond his academic obligations, he works as a clinical pharmacist at the telehealth startup RXLive, where he is studying the impact that medication therapy management—conducted on RxLive’s proprietary digital platform—has on hospitalization rates in a large outpatient population during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
	Hefti was the first student at SPPS to complete a PharmD/MS/ PhD. The academic rigor and guidance he received at the pharmacy school left a lasting impression. “Faculty support in the pharmaceutical sciences department was excellent,” he recalls. “[It] helped me realize my potential as an educator and researcher.” 
	While at UB, Hefti completed the first and most comprehensive mapping of mitochondrial genomes in myocardial samples from persons with and without Down syndrome. He finished his PhD with eight peer-reviewed publications and was first author on all of them. 
	“Erik opened new directions of research with genuine clinical impact,” says Javier Blanco, PhD, Clin.Bio, professor, pharmaceutical sciences. 
	“He epitomizes a translational scientist.” 
	Biologic drug development to expand therapeutic access 
	Matthew Kosloski, BS ’07, PhD ’13: 

	Matthew Kosloski is assistant director of clinical pharmacology at Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, where he supports biologic drug development for immunological and inflammatory diseases. He also is evaluating how therapies established in adults can translate to pediatric populations. 
	Figure
	Last fall, Kosloski virtually returned to UB to present a lecture on the clinical pharmacology of protein therapeutics for Sathy Balu-Iyer, PhD, professor, pharmaceutical sciences. It was an invitation he was honored to accept from the school that helped him find his passion. 
	“Dr. Balu-Iyer introduced me to the possibilities of a research-based career,” he says. “There was a lot to love about being a student at SPPS—even late nights alone in the lab collecting a hard-to-schedule time point for experiments could be oddly cathartic.” 
	“Matt’s performance in the demanding coursework of our department was outstanding,” says Balu-Iyer. “He always went out of his way to help other students with their research.” 
	Looking forward, Kosloski anticipates a long career in drug development—“getting a new drug product approved and into the hands of patients is immensely rewarding.” 
	Figure
	THE HISTORY BEHIND NOVEL ITEMS IN OUR SCHOOL’S APOTHECARY 
	Munyon’s Homeopathic Remedies 
	BY KARA SWEET 
	Figure
	James Munyon was such a savvy entrepreneur that he was nicknamed “Money Munyon.” 
	After stints as a lawyer, teacher, publisher and songwriter, Munyon changed course in the 1890s and became a salesman of homeopathic treatments that he developed with a staff of chemists and physicians. He was wildly popular, and his runaway business success allowed him to purchase an island off the coast of Florida in 1901. 
	James Munyon, ca. 1900 

	Munyon’s self-professed “cures” were renamed “remedies” after passage of the Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906. His success continued until 1917, when his hotel burned down—he died shortly thereafter. Munyon Island has remained largely uninhabited and is now part of the John D. MacArthur Beach State Park. 
	Figure
	Munyon’s Homeopathic Remedies sign in the UB SPPS Apothecary 
	The Drs. Piscitelli share their reward 
	BY: JUD MEAD 
	Steve Piscitelli, BS ’88, Pharm D ’90, has a story about the beginning of his research education that he’s been telling all his life. 
	Steve Piscitelli, BS ’88, Pharm D ’90, has a story about the very beginning of his research education he’s been telling all his life. 
	By the time he graduated with a bachelor of science in pharmacy, Steve had decided his future was in research. He was one of seven students in his first-year UB PharmD class. Gerhard Levy, a giant in the world Steve hoped to work in, assigned writing a research protocol. He gave Steve’s effort a “D.” 
	Steve went to Levy despondent. Maybe he wasn’t cut out for a research career. Levy said, “Mr. Piscitelli, the first time you played golf were you good at it? No? Well, same thing here. Just keep working at it.” 
	So he did. And he did very well. Steve graduated from UB’s PharmD program and moved on to a residency and a fellowship in infectious diseases at the University of Illinois–Chicago where he met his wife, Debbie, a PharmD graduate of UIC. 
	Then to the NIH for seven years where he was the coordinator of a clinical pharmacokinetics laboratory, with a side trip to the FDA. Then to industry, first as associate director of clinical pharmacology at Tibotec/ Virco Labs, and then to GlaxoSmithKline where he was global head of clinical pharmacology–infectious diseases. 
	Today, Steve is vice president for clinical pharmacology, biometrics and medical writing at Dermavant, a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company. Debbie heads her own medical writing business. 
	And now that their two sons launched on their own careers, one in pharmacy and one in advertising, Steve and Debbie are realizing an ambition they’ve nurtured for several years: to give pharmacy student-researchers the advantage of their success. 
	Past Success Allows for Future Support 
	With a generous endowment gift, they established the Drs. Stephen and Deborah Piscitelli Scholarship at the School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences. They 
	With a generous endowment gift, they established the Drs. Stephen and Deborah Piscitelli Scholarship at the School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences. They 
	also established an equivalent scholarship at Debbie’s alma mater. 

	“The pharmaceutical industry has been very good to Debbie and me and we both think it’s a great opportunity for pharmacists,” Steve says. “If there are students out there who are thinking of pursuing a research career in industry, we want to help them along.” 
	The Piscitelli Scholarship will go each year to a third- or fourth-year student who has demonstrated an interest in working in the pharmaceutical industry (for instance through an internship) or research, or both. 
	“There are so many options in pharmacy— you can go into government, academia, retail,” Steve says. “We happen to feel strongly that the pharmaceutical industry is a good option for students and we want to support that if we can.” 
	The Piscitellis are also particular about not restricting their scholarship to the highest achievers. They wanted no GPA or class rank criteria attached to the award, just interest in research and the pharmaceutical industry. 
	“One of my good friends in school worked a couple of jobs part time and he wasn’t a straight-A student but he was a really good pharmacist—if I ever got sick I wanted him taking care of me,” Steve says. 
	Just Keep Working At It 
	Steve grew up in Seneca Falls, NY. He had an aptitude for science and math and decided early in high school he wanted a career in pharmacy after learning about the field at a career fair. He chose UB as his best option for pharmacy study. It turned out to be a good choice. 
	“The school means a lot to me,” he says. “I really enjoyed UB. I really enjoyed the pharmacy school.” 
	He left with a handful of friends who he’s still close to and the makings of a career he now describes at career fairs like the one that shaped his future. Steve also teaches a class in a drug development elective at the University of North Carolina’s Eshelman School of Pharmacy. 
	Now he might paraphrase Gerhard Levy as he beckons students to join the industry he and Debbie both find so rewarding. “Come on in—and just keep working at it.” Great career options await. 
	“Nothing would make us happier,” Steve says today, “than if some years from now we meet someone who says ‘I got your scholarship’ and is having a successful career in research and we got to play a part in that.” 
	Steve and Debbie Piscitelli 
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	Path to Future Success 
	What the best minds can imagine A new endowed chair in clinical pharmacy established 
	BY: JUD MEAD 
	“I’m just a kid who came from South Buffalo,” says Margie McGlynn, BS ’82, MBA ’83, Hon. Sc.D. “My mother always told me, ‘Remember, you’re just Margie.’” 
	“I’m just a kid who came from South Buffalo,” says Margie McGlynn, BS ’82, MBA ’83, Hon. Sc.D. “My mother always told me, ‘Remember, you’re just Margie.’” 

	Behind that plain introduction is an upbringing that produced an industry-leading career, a dedication to improving lives affected by rare diseases, and now, her endowment of the Margaret Hempling McGlynn Endowed Chair in Clinical Pharmacy. 
	on the corner of South Park and Crystal Avenues. Margie learned the business—and his values—at her father’s side. He cared more about doing good in his community than making profits. 
	Margie was one of eight children. Her father, Edward Hempling, BS ’50, owned Hempling’s Pharmacy 

	Sadly, the Hempling family was shadowed by illness. Her brother Timothy died from measles when he was a toddler. When Margie was four, her sisters Judy (six) and Susie (two) were diagnosed with the rare genetic disorder homocystinuria, which interferes with the body’s ability to process certain amino acids. 
	The disorder had only been characterized a year earlier. There was no treatment. It brought a disastrous cascade of sequelae: developmental disability, abnormal blood clots, strokes, ophthalmic issues among many others. Judy was eventually wheelchair bound. They died within six months of each other when Susie was nine and Judy was 14. Margie was 11. 
	She expected to follow her father’s path in retail pharmacy but after a summer internship with Merck, she realized she could make a bigger impact in industry and accepted a position with Merck after finishing her MBA. She stayed for 26 years. By the time she left to pursue her own interests she was president of the company’s $8 billion global vaccine and infectious disease division. 
	She was the global version of what her father had been in his South Buffalo neighborhood. Among other initiatives, she worked to establish a no-profit pricing policy for distributing medications for HIV/AIDS and other diseases to developing countries. Her division provided millions of free doses of Merck’s HPV vaccine to prevent cervical cancer and rotavirus vaccine to prevent severe gastrointestinal disease in infants. 
	After Merck, McGlynn served for four years as president and CEO of the nonprofit International AIDS Vaccine Initiative, retiring from that role in 2015. 
	Understanding Patient’s Everyday Lives 
	The Hempling Foundation’s first research grant contributed to the development of a promising synthetic replacement for the defective enzyme that causes homocystinuria. It is now in phase 1/phase 2 human trials. 
	“It gives me the greatest satisfaction to know there may eventually be effective therapies to prevent serious issues and address the severe impact restrictive diet has on the quality of patients’ lives,” she says. 
	But it is the everyday lives of people 
	with homocystinuria and other metabolic disorders and their families that led to Margie McGlynn’s endowment at the School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences. 
	When her sisters were living with homocystinuria, there was no support system for them or the family, beyond medical care. 
	The disorder was barely understood. The sisters’ doctors at Children’s Hospital were wonderfully caring, but there was no team: no nutritionist because there was no dietary therapy, there were no geneticists, it didn’t occur to anyone that a clinical psychologist might get involved or a social worker. 
	Leadership in Clinical Pharmacy Research and Patient Care 
	The McGlynn Chair will focus research and training on how to deliver state-of-the-art clinical pharmacy care and will collaborate with other health care disciplines to improve integrated care delivery for patients with rare genetic metabolic disorders like 
	“[The endowed chair] establishes the concept that clinical pharmacists can play a lead role in a care-support team for rare genetic disorders.” 
	-

	– Dean Gary Pollack 
	phenylketonuria (PKU). 
	homocystinuria and 

	According to Dean Gary Pollack, the endowment will make a fundamental difference for the population Margie McGlynn cares most about. 
	“First, it establishes the concept that clinical pharmacists can play a lead role in a care-support team for rare genetic disorders. And second, it can put UB in a leadership position in developing that concept.” 
	Margie McGlynn is results-oriented. She expects her endowment to make a difference in the delivery of care for rare genetic diseases far beyond the pharmacy school. 
	“If we can do that better in Western New 
	York, then let’s share that with the rest of the country and the rest of the world,” she says. 
	She wants the world to have what her sisters Judy and Susie missed. It was their fate to be born at a time when the world didn’t understand their disorder. 
	It’s Margie McGlynn’s mission to make what we better understand today work as effectively as the best minds in the field can imagine. 
	The Hayes Society 
	The Hayes Society honors individuals who have made legacy gifts to the School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences through a bequest or other method of deferred giving. 
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	Le & Dinh Foundation 
	James Matson ’73 
	A. Jere and Elma Solo 
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	IN MEMORY OF GERHARD LEVY 
	Donald Mager ’90, ’00, ’02 
	Svein Oie ’75 and Barbara Woodruff 
	Richard ’63, ’67 and Judith 
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	Donor Honor Roll 
	CLASS OF 1948 
	PATRON 
	Ruth Lindblad 
	CLASS OF 1951 
	ADVOCATE 
	Samuel Ferrara 
	PATRON 
	Kathleen Monachino 
	CLASS OF 1952 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	GUARDIAN 
	Gerald Hooley 
	LEADER 
	Gerald Saks 
	Gerald Saks 
	Zakar Shakarjian 
	Joseph Sterman 

	PATRON 
	Robert Erisman 
	Robert Erisman 
	Walter Stanton 

	CLASS OF 1953 
	PATRON 
	David Fake 
	David Fake 
	June Feuerstein 
	Frank Messore 
	John Oakes 

	CLASS OF 1954 
	PATRON 
	Theodore Casamento 
	Theodore Casamento 
	James Colucci 
	Lenore Kilger 
	Seymour Kugel 
	Gerald Rubin 

	CLASS OF 1955 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	Sherwood Deutsch 
	Sherwood Deutsch 
	Irving Sultz 

	PATRON 
	Elaine Boland 
	Elaine Boland 
	Andrew Braunschweiger 

	CLASS OF 1956 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	GUARDIAN 
	Ronald Isaacs 
	LEADER 
	Joseph Chazan 
	Algirdas Gamziukas Helaine Gamziukas 
	Nelson Torre 
	PATRON 
	Anne Allen 
	Anne Allen 
	Louis Bien 

	CLASS OF 1957 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Bruce Moden 

	CLASS OF 1958 
	PATRON 
	Ardwin Block 
	Ardwin Block 
	William Fleming 
	Anson Johnson 
	Nelson Korus 

	Jack May Ralph McGarrity 
	Richard Polakoff 
	CLASS OF 1959 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	Rose Mary Madejski 
	Rose Mary Madejski 
	Mark Rosenfeld 
	Joseph Voelkl 

	ADVOCATE 
	ADVOCATE 
	Paul Myka 

	PATRON 
	David Hammond 
	CLASS OF 1960 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	Anonymous 
	PATRON 
	Maria Bleicher 
	Maria Bleicher 
	Angela Coniglio 
	Gertrude Corio 
	Barbara Darstein 
	Sandra Stanbridge 

	CLASS OF 1961 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Vitauts Alks 

	PATRON 
	Symond Jacobson 
	Symond Jacobson 
	William Schack 

	CLASS OF 1962 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	GUARDIAN 
	Heather Ackley 
	PATRON 
	John Whitehead 
	CLASS OF 1963 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Richard Reuning 

	PATRON 
	Anonymous 
	Anonymous 
	William Abdallah 
	Lincoln Conti 
	Thomas D’Annunzio 
	Arthur Oleszkowski 

	CLASS OF 1964 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Vitauts Alks 

	PATRON 
	PATRON 
	Crescenzo Schettini 

	CLASS OF 1965 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	GUARDIAN 
	GUARDIAN 
	Karen Pompi 

	LEADER 
	William Jusko 
	ADVOCATE 
	ADVOCATE 
	Chester Hejna 
	David Sperling 

	PATRON 
	Gregory Chudzik 
	Gregory Chudzik 
	Wayne Conrad 
	Harold Vang 

	CLASS OF 1966 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	CHAMPION 
	CHAMPION 
	Alex Cardoni 

	ADVOCATE 
	Richard Hetey 
	Richard Hetey 
	Diane Mangus 

	PATRON 
	Robert Barto 
	Robert Barto 
	Robert Rubaha 
	Robert Vacca 

	CLASS OF 1967 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	LEADER 
	Charles Bainbridge Thomas Quinlan 
	PATRON 
	Donald Goelz 
	Judith Kocher Gary Mosher 
	Edward Mroszczak 
	Edward Mroszczak 
	Robert Van Slyke 

	CLASS OF 1968 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	Carol Bainbridge 
	Carol Bainbridge 
	Richard Reuning 

	PATRON 
	Richard Ersing 
	Richard Ersing 
	Ronald Lamb 
	Philbert Monacelli 
	Jeffry Rosner 
	Margaret Rosner 
	Joel Ross 
	David Schultz 
	Janet Whalen 

	CLASS OF 1969 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	GUARDIAN 
	GUARDIAN 
	Ronald Evens 

	PATRON 
	Elaine Cozzarin Allen Ward 
	Ralph Wynn 
	Ralph Wynn 
	Gary Zimmerman 

	CLASS OF 1970 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	Joseph Figlow 
	Joseph Figlow 
	William Jusko 

	PATRON 
	Jeffrey Baldwin Anthony Bufano 
	Paul Chiaravalloti 
	Paul Chiaravalloti 
	William Glave 
	Gail Guzzo 
	Thomas Hager 
	Ellen Kayton 
	Paul Schwartzmyer 
	Robert Van Every 

	CLASS OF 1971 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Paul Grout 
	Michael Mayersohn 
	Howard Weintraub 

	PATRON 
	Janerio Aldridge 
	Janerio Aldridge 
	Gregory Berezuk 
	Michael Constantino 
	Virginia Fraboni 
	Maxwell Grzywna 
	Stanley Szefler 
	Elizabeth Tomiak 
	Francis Wawro 

	CLASS OF 1972 
	PATRON 
	Michael Brady 
	Michael Brady 
	Roger Meyers 
	Elizabeth Murphy 
	Deborah Swartz 

	CLASS OF 1973 
	PATRON 
	Anonymous 
	Anonymous 
	Barbara Lill 
	Thomas Marks 
	James Matson 
	Thomas Nealon 
	Jerald Passer 
	Beth Resman-Targoff 
	Diane Sciolino 
	Robert Wagner 

	CLASS OF 1974 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Vitauts Alks 
	George Lasezkay 
	Claudia Twist 

	PATRON 
	Joann Farrell 
	Joann Farrell 
	Stephen Liebowitz 
	Richard Posner 
	Claudia Rocci 
	Janie Ward 

	CLASS OF 1975 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	GUARDIAN 
	GUARDIAN 
	C.K. David Chu 
	Jane Chu 
	Carol Gloff 
	Michael Levitt 

	LEADER 
	Wai-Yung Florence Ho 
	Wai-Yung Florence Ho 
	Henry Hu 
	Lawrence Kwok 
	Sue Marr 
	Edward McNiff 
	Svein Oie 
	Joseph Twist 
	Ken Yee 

	PATRON 
	Bilga Attar Donna Hammond 
	Jeanne Lill 
	Jeanne Lill 
	Linda Lombardi 
	Danny Shen 
	Stephen Turkovich 
	Tarik Veysoglu 

	CLASS OF 1976 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	GUARDIAN 
	GUARDIAN 
	Mario Rocci 

	LEADER 
	Joseph Balwierczak 
	Joseph Balwierczak 
	Michael Jay 
	Edward McNiff 

	ADVOCATE 
	Deborah Edson 
	Deborah Edson 
	Daniel Horn 

	PATRON 
	PATRON 
	Kathleen Cubera 
	Dennis Galluzzo 
	Paula Rounds 
	David Taber 
	Karen Vitacolonna Falk 
	James Zahra 

	CLASS OF 1977 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	Susan Clifford-Jay 
	Susan Clifford-Jay 
	Sum Yee-Woo 

	PATRON 
	Helen Abasute 
	Helen Abasute 
	Paul Corey 
	Howard Forman 
	Jo Anne Giblin 
	Mary Ann Hallenbeck 
	Maria Kelly 
	Wing Lun 
	Michael Shakarjian 
	Jacob Utzig 

	CLASS OF 1978 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Karl Fiebelkorn 
	George Lasezkay 

	Stanley Kent 
	ADVOCATE 

	PATRON 
	Suzanne Castine 
	Suzanne Castine 
	Nicholas Honcharik 
	Mary Poppendeck 
	Neil Poppendeck 
	Bruce Sakowitz 

	CLASS OF 1979 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Cindy Bennes 
	Karl Donn 
	Tina Fiebelkorn 

	ADVOCATE 
	Sherwood Klein 
	Class of 1979, continued 
	PATRON 
	Susan Bancroft 
	Susan Bancroft 
	Catherine Cmaylo 
	James Czajkowski 
	Sheri Forman 
	Allan Frank 
	Margaret Johnson 
	Barbara Kapsiak 

	Christopher Oravetz Linda Thomas-Glover 
	F. Christopher Zusi 
	CLASS OF 1980 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	CHAMPION 
	CHAMPION 
	Kenneth Dow 

	LEADER 
	Craig Kirkwood 
	Craig Kirkwood 
	Gene Morse 

	ADVOCATE 
	Michael Darby 
	Michael Darby 
	Kenneth Tramposch 

	PATRON 
	Frances Badagnani 
	Frances Badagnani 
	Frank Badagnani 
	Diana Clarke 
	Thomas Engle 
	James Fitzgerald 
	Paul Kunkemoeller 
	Sheryl Liedtke 
	Kathleen Mrozinski 
	Patricia Palumbo 
	Holly Prosser 
	Sandra Schifano 
	Thomas Streeter 

	CLASS OF 1981 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	GUARDIAN 
	GUARDIAN 
	Mary Anne Dannenhoffer 
	Mario Rocci 

	LEADER 
	Steve Giroux 
	Steve Giroux 
	Elizabeth Ludwig 
	Walter Ludwig 
	Mark Stramaglia 
	Kathleen Tornatore 

	ADVOCATE 
	Steven Chao 
	PATRON 
	Mark Costanza 
	Terry Davis Rita Keller 
	Barry Martin 
	Barry Martin 
	William McSkimming 
	David Meyer 
	Karen Quaranto 
	James Rose 
	Ronald Schifano 
	Karl Williams 
	Revlon Williams 

	Figure
	CLASS OF 1982 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	GUARDIAN 
	Margaret McGlynn 
	LEADER 
	Paul Ferris 
	Paul Ferris 
	Thomas Madejski 
	Marianne Simpson 

	Schulz 
	ADVOCATE 
	Mark Celeste 
	Mark Celeste 
	Chuiling Yang 

	PATRON 
	Geraldine Anderson 
	Geraldine Anderson 
	Amy Bradley 
	Karen Brim 
	Paul Cain 
	Francis Marracino 
	Cheryl Merrill 
	Karl Metzger 
	Mary Frances Prorok 

	CLASS OF 1983 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	GUARDIAN 
	GUARDIAN 
	Alfonse Muto 
	Mark Sinnett 

	CHAMPION 
	James Ermer 
	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Joseph Balwierczak 
	Donald Fleming 
	Craig Kirkwood 
	Edward McNiff 
	Gene Morse 
	Renee Rizzo Fleming 
	John Rodgers 

	PATRON 
	William Barclay 
	William Barclay 
	Diane Bassanello 
	Cecilia Cheng 
	Barbara Fingar 
	Frank Heinrich 
	Harvey Lisch 
	N. Chris Nwankwo 
	Darrell Reed 
	James Spain 

	CLASS OF 1984 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	GUARDIAN 
	Mary Anne Dannenhoffer 
	LEADER 
	Andrew Chow 
	Elizabeth Ludwig Marilyn Morris 
	Rachel Smith 
	Rachel Smith 
	Thomas Smith 

	Class of 1984, continued 
	Figure

	ADVOCATE 
	Theresa Bianco 
	PATRON 
	Edward Bednarczyk 
	Edward Bednarczyk 
	Matthew Buehler 
	Rosa Hill 
	Nicholas Honcharik 
	John Krake 
	William Malenga 
	Michael Rossi 

	CLASS OF 1985 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY LEADER 
	Andrew Chow 
	ADVOCATE 
	David Milling 
	David Milling 
	Anne Zajicek 

	PATRON 
	Helen Abasute 
	Joseph Fayad Christopher Messineo 
	Diane Mulvey 
	Diane Mulvey 
	Richard O’Brocta 
	Anne Ptak 
	Nadia Sefein 
	Ernest U 

	CLASS OF 1986 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	GUARDIAN 
	GUARDIAN 
	Angela East 

	LEADER 
	Martin Burruano 
	Martin Burruano 
	Brian Loucks 
	Richard Moon 
	Karen Whalen 

	PATRON 
	Janiece Aldinger 
	Janiece Aldinger 
	Kathleen Gondek 
	Neal Green 
	LeRoy Hanchett 
	Patricia Honcharik 
	Susan Hughes 
	Sarah Ronchetti 

	CLASS OF 1987 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	GUARDIAN 
	GUARDIAN 
	Mary Anne Dannenhoffer 
	Mark Sinnett 

	LEADER 
	Bradley Wong 
	PATRON 
	Andrea Day 
	Andrea Day 
	Edward Dillon 
	David Feldman 
	Beth Resman-Targoff 
	John Wiernikowski 

	CLASS OF 1988 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	GUARDIAN 
	GUARDIAN 
	Anonymous 
	Stephen Piscitelli 

	CHAMPION 
	CHAMPION 
	James Ermer 

	LEADER 
	James Tisdale 
	ADVOCATE 
	Anonymous 
	PATRON 
	Elizabeth Bachert 
	Elizabeth Bachert 
	Michelle Callahan 
	Linda Equinozzi 
	Elizabeth Eschrich 
	LeRoy Hanchett 
	Evelyn Reda 
	Vincent Reda 
	Elaine Soldi 
	Craig Straley 
	David Tober 
	Suzanne Tober 

	CLASS OF 1989 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	CHAMPION 
	Daniel Brazeau 
	Daniel Brazeau 
	Gayle Brazeau 

	PATRON 
	Tammy Hayes 
	Tammy Hayes 
	Nadine Johnson 
	Andrea Nola 

	CLASS OF 1990 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 
	GUARDIAN 
	Stephen Piscitelli 
	LEADER 
	Andrew Chow 
	Andrew Chow 
	Stacy Johnson 

	ADVOCATE 
	Michelle Wyant-Seelig 
	PATRON 
	Sean Nola 
	Sean Nola 
	Jennifer Thomas 

	CLASS OF 1991 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	GUARDIAN 
	Donald Mager 
	LEADER 
	Joseph Balthasar 
	ADVOCATE 
	Anonymous 
	Anonymous 
	Amy Marie Carlo 

	Class of 1991, continued 
	PATRON 

	Shaun Cobb 
	Shaun Cobb 
	Michele Fioravanti 
	Gayle Klein 
	Kathleen Tocco 

	CLASS OF 1992 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	CHAMPION 
	Stephen Groth 
	ADVOCATE 
	Joseph Saseen 
	PATRON 
	Paul Badore 
	Paul Badore 
	Joseph Caezza 
	Stephen Kerr 
	Patrick Meek 
	Khanh Nguyen 
	Catherine Reinard 
	Kathleen Ziedins 

	Class of 1995, continued 
	PATRON 
	Guoping Feng 
	Pamela Ficarra Eric Klein 
	Joanna Marsh 
	Joanna Marsh 
	Debra Porter 
	Joseph Sidoti 
	Alecia Thompson 

	CLASS OF 1996 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	Joseph Balthasar 
	Joseph Balthasar 
	Scott Vanwart 

	PATRON 
	Kit Cheng 
	Julie Joyce 
	Julie Joyce 
	Doanh Tran 
	Stephen Warren 
	Kristin White 
	Adam Wychowski 

	18 SSPS grants awarded in 2021 totaling $9.9M 
	CLASS OF 1993 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Benjamin Koenig 

	PATRON 
	Alison Conroy 
	Alison Conroy 
	Zhigang Luo 
	Theresa Nguyen 
	Debra Porter 
	Thomas Siejka 
	David Webster 
	Wendi Webster 

	CLASS OF 1994 
	ADVOCATE 
	Joseph Saseen 
	PATRON 
	Elizabeth Bachert 
	Elizabeth Bachert 
	Kristi Leonard 
	Janel Miles 
	Peter Miles 
	Mojdeh Mozayani 

	CLASS OF 1997 
	PATRON 
	Sheila Beurket 
	Sheila Beurket 
	Lisa Bogner 
	Gretchen Heister 
	Jack Lai 
	Pauline Lai 
	Sarah McDowell 

	Renee Sabin-Haggerty Haijing Tran 
	CLASS OF 1998 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	CHAMPION 
	CHAMPION 
	Yu-Nien Tom Sun 

	PATRON 
	Amy Donihi 
	Amy Donihi 
	Patricia Heary 
	Michael Koncilja 
	Matthew Maier 
	Michelle Mozingo 
	Xin Wang 

	CLASS OF 1995 
	ADVOCATE 
	Jamie Belcastro 
	Jamie Belcastro 
	Angela Kashuba 
	Holly Kimko 

	CLASS OF 1999 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	Stanley Au 
	Stanley Au 
	Keith Wagner 

	PATRON 
	Maria Dybala 
	Althia Hamilton Dana Lukin 
	Richard Norris 
	CLASS OF 2000 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 
	GUARDIAN 
	GUARDIAN 
	Donald Mager 

	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Stanley Au 
	Keith Wagner 

	PATRON 
	Lisa Bogner 
	Lisa Bogner 
	Maria Dybala 
	Kelly Mahar 
	Dmitri Mayer 
	Christie Pokrywczynski 
	Robert Wahler 

	CLASS OF 2001 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	CHAMPION 
	CHAMPION 
	Jean Jacob 

	PATRON 
	Mandy Kou Kenneth Sansone 
	CLASS OF 2002 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	GUARDIAN 
	GUARDIAN 
	Donald Mager 

	LEADER 
	William Prescott 
	PATRON 
	Melanie DeTone 
	Melanie DeTone 
	Ursula Hahn 
	Sarah Peters 

	CLASS OF 2003 
	ADVOCATE 
	Melissa Stimson 
	PATRON 
	Kimberly Bennett 
	Kimberly Bennett 
	Johnny Hung 

	CLASS OF 2004 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Scott Vanwart 

	Figure
	Class of 2004, continued 
	Figure

	PATRON 
	Heather Bissell 
	Heather Bissell 
	Nadine Francis 
	Matthew Menz 

	CLASS OF 2005 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	LEADER 
	Yang Chen Seana Rozo 
	PATRON 
	Lynn Carlson 
	Lynn Carlson 
	Christie Fries 
	Doanh Tran 
	Siu Yan Yeung 

	CLASS OF 2006 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	CHAMPION 
	Matthew Kosloski 
	LEADER 
	Anonymous 
	ADVOCATE 
	Maura Wychowski 
	PATRON 
	Holly Coe Matthew Wojdyla 
	CLASS OF 2007 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Matthew Koslowski 
	Richard Lin 

	ADVOCATE 
	Tyler Smith-Strutz 
	PATRON 
	Patrick Comerford 
	Patrick Comerford 
	Lauren Dubs 
	Raj Kale 
	Youngjin Moon 

	Navind Oodit Qi Wang 
	Ethan Wong 
	CLASS OF 2008 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Rachel Peer 

	PATRON 
	PATRON 
	Raymond Chan 
	Amanda Crabtree 
	Jordan Csati 

	Lindsey Csati Devon DeFranco 
	Kaela Keluskar 
	Kaela Keluskar 
	Pui Yi Tam 

	Figure
	CLASS OF 2009 
	ADVOCATE 
	Shannon Rotolo 
	PATRON 
	Alexandra Centeno 
	Alexandra Centeno 
	Timothy Chiang 
	Lisa Smith 
	Jade Yang 
	Xinning Yang 

	CLASS OF 2010 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	LEADER 
	LEADER 
	Anonymous 
	Jesse Imes 

	ADVOCATE 
	Anson Abraham 
	PATRON 
	PATRON 
	Anu Bank-Oni 
	Andrea Breyer 
	James DiNicolantonio 
	Nicholas Falco 
	Kristen Gawronski 
	Gary Greco 
	Keith Rowe 
	Deanna Scibilia 

	CLASS OF 2011 
	Kate Knox 
	PATRON 

	Lauren Petroziello 
	Lauren Petroziello 
	Brian Salvas 
	Laura Sandler 

	CLASS OF 2012 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	Yang Chen 
	Xiling Jiang Xiaoyu Yan 
	ADVOCATE 
	Philip Basko 
	PATRON 
	Jeffrey Balsam 
	Jeffrey Balsam 
	Cecilia Chan 
	Christopher Diehl 
	Katherine Diehl 
	Stephanie Froebel 
	James Kalabus 
	Andrew Shick 

	CLASS OF 2013 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	Matthew Koslowski 
	PATRON 
	Agnes Nduka 
	Figure
	CLASS OF 2014 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY SOCIETY 
	LEADER 
	Scott Vanwart 
	PATRON 
	Yi Yang 
	CLASS OF 2015 
	PATRON 
	Zackery Bulman 
	Zackery Bulman 
	Hengxin Lin 
	Kelley Nghiem 
	Hanh Nguyen 
	Quynh-Anh Pham 
	Nathan Williams 
	Courtney Wolff 
	Allison Wu 

	CLASS OF 2016 
	PATRON 
	Michael Burns 
	Peter Fendt Tyler Mullen 
	Kendra Nielsen 
	Kendra Nielsen 
	Xiaochen Zhao 

	CLASS OF 2017 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 

	CHAMPION 
	CHAMPION 
	Xu Zhu 

	PATRON 
	PATRON 
	Hsueh Yuan Chang 
	James Hill 

	CLASS OF 2018 
	PATRON 
	PATRON 
	Dan Ni Chen 
	Anthony DeGelorm 
	Haley Peer 

	CLASS OF 2019 
	PATRON 
	Dan Ni Chen 
	Dan Ni Chen 
	Christ Ange Katche 
	Cynthia Mgbeojirikwe 
	Yoscar Ogando 

	CLASS OF 2021 
	PATRON 
	Hsueh Yuan Chang 
	FRIENDS, 
	CORPORATIONS AND FOUNDATIONS 
	WILLIS G. GREGORY 
	SOCIETY 
	GUARDIAN 
	GUARDIAN 
	Anonymous 
	AbbVie Inc. 
	Air Products Foundation 

	American College of Clinical Pharmacy 
	Amgen, Inc. 
	Amgen, Inc. 
	Anonymous 
	The Benevity Community 

	Impact Fund 
	Impact Fund 
	Certara USA, Inc. 

	Charities Aid Foundation of America 
	Community Pharmacy Foundation 
	Csl Behring, LLC 
	Csl Behring, LLC 
	Raymond Dannenhoffer 
	Ernst & Young Foundation 
	GlaxoSmithKline 
	Independent Health 

	Association, Inc. Janssen Pharmaceutical, Inc.  
	Janssen Research and Development, LLC 
	Johnson & Johnson Johnson & Johnson Foundation 
	Pamela Levitt 
	Pamela Levitt 
	Lilly, Eli, and Company 
	Linde, Inc. 
	E. Kevin McGlynn 
	Merck & Company, Inc. 

	Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
	Sharon Pierce Miller 
	Sharon Pierce Miller 
	National Multiple 
	Sclerosis Society 
	The John R. Oishei 

	Foundation 
	Deborah Piscitelli 
	Deborah Piscitelli 
	Robert Pompi 
	Donna Rocci 
	Roche Translational & 

	Clinical Research Center Sanofi Foundation of 
	North America 
	Sanofi S.A. 
	Sanofi S.A. 
	Merrette Sinnett 

	29 NEW UB ENDOWED CHAIRS AND PROFESSORSHIPS 
	319 NEW UB ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS 
	Figure
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